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TAKING ITS TOLL 


Brooklyn pols blast congestion pricing 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Apartments 
over 
the BQE? 


Mayor Bloomberg’s proposal to charge driv- 
ers $8 to enter Downtown Manhattan is an un- 
fair burden on Brooklyn motorists, pols said this 
week, even as traffic experts said it could ease 
gridlock through- 
out the borough. 

The so-called 
“congestion pric- 
ing” scheme would 

torists who drive 
below 86th Street 
in Manhattan to 
pay the fee between 6 am and 6 pm. The mayor 
says his goal is to reduce traffic and pollution 
while generating revenue for mass transit. 

But Brooklyn electeds weren’t buying it. 

“It’s a regressive tax on working middle-class 
families and small-business owners,” said Rep. 
Anthony Weiner (D-Sheepshead Bay). 

Councilman Vincent Gentile, a Bay Ridge De- 
mocrat, chided the mayor for “punishing Brook- 
lynites who are forced to drive due to a lack of an 
adequate public transportation.” 

Bloomberg insisted that the “punishment” to 
city residents would be nominal because most 
people who drive into Downtown Manhattan 
See TRAFFIC on page 18 



Marty flips: Fee 
worth a new look 


Many Brooklynites are calling Mayor Bloomberg's congestion pricing plan a tax on the 
boroughs. Not Borough President Markowitz, though. This week, the Beep said he 
hadn't taken a position on the plan, despite very strong statements in the past to- 
wards anything that smacked of a toll on the East River bridges. — Rubinstein 


“Some ideas will fly like an eagle. This is a 
turkey. It’s just totally unfair to Brooklyn.” 

New York Daily News, Feb. 16, 2002 

“To try and rationalize that East River 
tolls as a ‘fair tax’ because people in 
Manhattan are able to afford more ex- 
pensive real estate is ridiculous.” 

Daily News, April 6, 2003 

Bridge tolls would be a “tremendous eco- 


nomic burden on the businesses and resi- 
dents of Brooklyn, many of whom are 
forced to drive because they have no oth- 
er public transportation options.” 

Daily News, Sept. 30, 2003 

“If there was a way that it would not be- 
come an additional tax burden on residents 
of the boroughs of New York City and at 
the same time it would generate revenues 
for major infusions of resource in public 


transportation ... then it’s something worthy 
of review. ... I don’t know if what is being 
done in London could be transferred here 
to New York City. However ... it is certain- 
ly worthy of looking into.” 

The Brooklyn Paper, November, 2006 

“I have many concerns [about congestion 
pricing] . However, it is worthy of full re- 
view. ... I haven’t come out against it, 
nor have I come out in support of it.” 

The Brooklyn Paper, April, 2007 


This does not compute 


Tech alums wonder: Where's the blacksmith shop? 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Where did all the slide rules go — and 
where do all the books fit with all these 
computers on the desks? 

These were the questions in the air last 
week at Brooklyn Technical HS as the 
techies of times bygone descended upon 
their Fort Greene alma mater for a re- 

“I remember one computer in the 
whole school,” said class of 1967 grad 
Philip Morris. “It was the size of two re- 
frigerators and had its own language.” 

“We started it with a punch card,” 
chimed in his one-time classmate, 
Jonathan Goldman. 

“Every time I got mad at the teacher, I 
used to bend the card so the program 
wouldn’t start,” the gray-haired former 
geek said. 

Morris and Goldman sat in a computer 
lab — it was a metal shop when they 
went to the school — marveling at the 


transformation Tech had undergone since 
their salad days. 

But they were certainly not the most 
wowed over by the digital-age makeover 
of the 85-year-old engineering, math and 
science school. 

John Lyons, a member of the class of ’67 
who showed up in his letter sweater and a 
few valedictorian pins, explained the differ- 
ence in three words: the personal computer. 

“Students went from drawing with pen 
and ink to using a mouse,” Lyons said. 

Everyone seemed to understand how 
much the meaning of the word “tech” had 
changed over the decades. 

“We had blacksmithing and a foundry,” 
said 1947 grad, Mark Drummond. The re- 
tired telephone engineer recalled building 
sections of naval ships in shop class. 

“I graduated before the transistor was 
invented,” he said, patting a desk that he 
said once would have had a tool vise at- 
tached to it. 

“But we had a computer, too,” he said. 
“It was called an abacus.” 



Aira Contreras, 


Brooklyn Technical HS, shows John Lyons, class of 1967, computers. 



A CUT BELOW 

Gersh's trim not $400 


T HE CHOICE IS YOURS Ameri- 
ca: The $400 haircut of Democ- 
rat John Edwards (above left) or 
the $15 haircut of Weirdo Gersh Kuntz- 
man (above right). 

Before you answer, consider the sage 
words that a crotchedy old barber in 
Bay Ridge once told me: “Son, the only 
difference between a good haircut and 
a bad haircut is three days.” 

Which brings me back to Edwards. 
The Democratic presidential candi- 
date added a second difference be- 
tween a good haircut and a bad one 
amid revelations that he paid a hair 
stylist $400 to make him look pretty 
— oh, so pretty — on the campaign 
trail. 

Far more than three days have 
passed since the news broke — and Ed- 
wards’s haircut still looks bad. It’s 


| ANGLE 


tough to be a man of the people when 
you’ve just spent more than the cost of 
250 Bud tallboys on your hair. 

Not that I’m in any position to lec- 
ture a man who may be the future pres- 
ident, but I’ve never spent more than 
$10 on a haircut — and look how good 
I look! 

All seriousness aside, given Ed- 
wards’s predicament, when I needed a 
trim this week, I headed straight for the 
Clinton Street Barber Shop, a new 
See TRIM on page 1 8 


Ratner's wrecking 
ball hits, protested 


By Ariella Cohen 
and Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Developer Bruce Ratner be- 
gan demolition of three more 
buildings within the Atlantic 
Yards footprint this week, days 
after dozens of opponents 
called for the developer to call 
off his wrecking ball until 
pending litigation is resolved. 

Protesters gathered on Mon- 
day morning at 191 Flatbush 
Ave., to complain that the demo- 
litions would create blight in and 
around Ratner’s proposed 16- 
tower, arena, residential and of- 
fice complex — especially if the 
lawsuits are successful and the 
project is never built. 

“We say to Gov. Spitzer, we 


need you now!” said Council- 
woman Letitia James (D-Pros- 
pect Heights). “This community 
was forced to file lawsuits be- 
cause [of the lack of] govern- 
ment oversight.” 

The rally came three days af- 
ter a federal judge ruled that Rat- 
ner could start knocking down 
buildings in the footprint, despite 
several cases still percolating 
through the court system. 

Last Friday, Justice Joan 
Madden rejected opponents’ re- 
quest for a restraining order that 
would have barred demolitions 
until a May 3 hearing in one of 

Up to 15 structures are slated 
to fall in the next few months, 
the first steps towards complet- 
See BALL on page 7 
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Signs of the times: Phyllis Wrynn carried these watercolor posters (left and center) at Monday's rally, 
where young Sophie Kelleher (right) made her voice heard, too. 


BEE-LIEVE IT! 

Keeper: Cellphones 
killing honeymakers 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Honeybees are dying all over the country — and one Brook- 
lyn beekeeper thinks that cellphones are the culprit! 

Brooklyn bee-maven David Graves, who sells his high-end 
“Rooftop” brand honey at the Union Square Farmers Market, is 
sounding the alarm about the possible cause of the crisis that has 
claimed the lives of billions of bees in 24 states. 


“Every year, more and more 1 
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:s are just disappearing and I am 
real concerned that cellphones 
are messing with their ability to 
find their way,” said the bee- 

Graves said he has about a 
dozen rooftop hives throughout 
the boroughs, with one on 
Bergen Street in Brooklyn, and 
claims to have made much of 
his honey on the rooftops of 
Bay Ridge (though he likes to 
keep the exact locations secret). 

Graves says the apiary “die- 
off” is playing havoc with the 
production of honey and other 
products from the hive. 

“I have had to raise the price 
of my honey this year to $15 for 
a half-pound,” Graves said. “I 
am anticipating having a bad 
year and have already put the 
order in for 30 packages of hon- 
eybees from South Carolina.” 

More than half-a-billion bee 
colonies have been affected by 
a mysterious bee die-off — and 
more and more, people think 
this “colony collapse disorder” 
is due to radiation from mobile 
phones and the antennae that 
help you reach out and touch 
someone. 

How important is this bee- 
tastrophe? Well, as Einstein 
once said, “If honey bees be- 
come extinct, human society 
See BEES on page 7 
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Marco Polo Ristorante 

Join Us May 13, 2007 - Mother’s Day 

Four Course Prix Fixe Dinner For $35.95 
18.95 Per Child (Under 12) 



Antipasto 

Mozzarella Con Pomodoro e Basilico Insalata Organica 
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SUNDAY 

April 29 


Great AGAPE 

This afternoon, the 12- 
member Children of 
AGAPE singing group will 
be performing their only 
public concert this year at 
the Kane Street Syna- 
gogue. The show will be a 
fundraiser for the AGAPE 
Orphanage in Durban, 
South Africa, which burned 
down two years ago. You 
can also catch these kids 
singing in the documen- 
tary "We Are Together." 

2 pm at the Kane Street Syna- 
gogue (236 Kane St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Cobble Hill). $20, $10 for kids. 
For information, call 965-1 111. 


TUESDAY 

May 1 


Travel plans 

Installation artist Youme 
Landowne brings her 
"People's Democratic 
Republic of Brooklyn" 
show to the Brooklyn 
Public Library. Tonight, 
the artist will speak while 
attendees have a chance 
to view the handmade 
Brooklyn passports that 
she has constructed. 

Leave home early — cus- 
toms can be a real hassle. 

6 pm at the Brooklyn Public 
Library's central branch (on 
Grand Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway). Free. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 230-2100 or visit 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 



WEDNESDAY 


May 2 



Parrrty 


Tickets to the St. Ann's 
Warehouse Gala Benefit 
might be expensive, but 
in a world of stuffy fund- 
raisers and cold mini quiche, 
this evening is bound to 
stand out. Instead of a 
string quartet, St. Ann's 
will be premiering Hal 
Willner's "Rogues Gallery 
Live," a collection of sea 
songs, pirate ballads and 
chanteys. With the woeful 
decline of pirate-themed 
nights out, this is a truly 
rare opportunity. 

6:30 pm at St. Ann's Ware- 
house (38 Water St. at Main 
Street in DUMBO). $250 and 
up. For information, call (718) 
834-8794x11. 


THURSDAY 

May 3 


Fab Babs 

BAMCinematek continues 
their "Ball of Fire: Bar- 
bara Stanwyck Centen- 
nial" celebration with 
"Meet John Doe," a 
1941 Frank Capra film 
that finds the Brooklyn- 
born Stanwyck playing a 
brassy newspaper re- 
porter — our very favorite 
kind — who prints a fake 
letter to the editor and 
spends two hours scram- 
bling to cover for her lies. 
7 pm and 9: 30 pm at BAM 
Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene). $10. For information, 
call (718) 636-4100. 



FRIDAY 

May 4 



Bikini season 

It might not be warm 
enough for the beach, 
but for Witches in Bikinis, 
the borough's horror rock 
super group, it's always 
swimsuit season. The six 
"Alien Surfer Babes" will 
be heading to the Hook 
— on some sort of broom- 
stick-surfboard hybrid, 
presumably — for the 
Emergenza Music Festival. 

8:30 pm at the Hook (18 Com- 
merce St. between Richards 
and Dwight streets in Red 
Hook). $12 in advance, $18 at 
the door. For information, call 
(718) 797-3007. 
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SATNICK 

W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


Visit us at our new location 
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Christie Rirk 


'e Poussot: Racist baker or 

I gruff-but-lovable Frenchman? 

Let’s go to the court papers! 

The popular DUMBO confec- 
tioner has been accused of racism 
against a black customer because 
he allegedly told her to get out of 
his bakery, Almondine, on the night 
of Feb. 15. 

Almondine is a small, unassum- 
ing patisserie on the Right Bank of 
Water Street in DUMBO, next to a 
bus stop. It is redolent with the 
smells of quiches, fresh bread and 
strawberry tarts. Poussot, the proud 
owner, is often seen in the glass- 
walled kitchen, creating the next generation of mouthwatering 
gems. 

Elaine James-France — a 54-year-old black woman, accord- 
ing to her lawsuit, which she fded this week in Brooklyn 
Supreme Court — says she went into the tiny bakery to buy a 
croissant on that cold February night, and was just standing 
there when Poussot advanced on her menacingly. 

“Did you get what you needed?” Poussot allegedly asked her. 
When she nodded, the white Poussot allegedly continued, “Then 
get out. This is not a bus stop!” 

So James-France left. Now she wants $1.25 million for pain 
and suffering over Poussot’s alleged “discrimination.” 

“Plaintiff was deeply humiliated, embarrassed, traumatized 
and ashamed at being ordered to leave Almondine,” the suit 
reads. “But in fear for her safety, she complied.” 

Four days later, however, James-France returned to the bak- 
ery with her employer and demanded an apology. 

Poussot refused, claiming that even if he had thrown James- 
France out, it was not racism, but a result of her buying coffee 
from another store and then bringing it into his bakery. 

“Get the [expletive] out of my store and don’t ever come 
back,” he said, according to the suit. 

Here’s where everything gets murkier than a double-espresso. 
According to James-France, Poussot started roughing up her 
boss. But when officers from the 84th Precinct arrived, they ar- 
rested her boss, not Poussot, and charged him with three misde- 
meanors stemming from 
the altercation, according to 
the criminal complaint. 

James-France’s boss, a 
lawyer who works in the 
; Court Street firm as 
her lawyer, was also hit 
with a marijuana charge, a 
violation. He could not be 
reached for comment at 

But Poussot’s mouth- 
piece, lawyer Ralph Hoch- 
berg, thinks he knows what’s 
going on: “Their lawsuit [de- 
manding $1.25 million for 
Poussot’s alleged discrimi- 
ve” that resulted from the as- 


PARK SLOPE 





nation] is purely a retaliatory m 
sault arrest, he said. 

“I’ve known Mr. Poussot for many years, and he is anything 
but a racist,” he added. 

James-France’s lawyer, Kenneth Jones, disagreed. “His gen- 
eral demeanor towards her seemed racist,” he told me. 

Seemed? Objection, your honor! Speculation! 

Of course, Jones offered additional evidence that Poussot is a 
racist who wants “an all white clientele.” 

How does he know this? Because three years ago, when 
Poussot opened Almondine, he told The Brooklyn Paper that he 
hoped his shop would be a “nice bakery with a European feel, 
right here in Brooklyn.” 

And we all know that means he’s a racist, right? 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


Kudos to the Busy Chef, which opened last week on the 
“cursed” corner of Cranberry and Henry streets. Their 
baked goods seem to be a hit in the nabe. As we can attest, 
their delicious cookies are particularly good, which hopefully 
means they’ll stick around longer than their predecessor, the 
Food Maestro. ... A Pace University student was arrested 
on Wednesday morning and charged with tossing cinder blocks 
off the roof of the St. George Hotel onto Henry Street be- 
low, nearly smashing a truck’s windshield. Perhaps it’s not so 
bad that the Pace students will be moving out after all (see sto- 
ry, right). ... Are you always stuck about what to get your 
mom for Mother's Day? Here’s an idea — take her on a 
shopping tour of DUMBO. Some of DUMBO’s retailers and 
restaurants will be welcoming Brooklyn’s moms with special 
Mother’s Day Weekend promotions, May 11-13. With every- 
one from Jacques Torres to St. Ann's Warehouse partici- 
pating, you can find something for even the most difficult of 
moms. Visit www.dumbonyc.org for information. ... While 
we’re in the neighborhood, we’d like to make a special request 
of the Duke of DUMBO, David Walentas: As much as we 
love the aesthetic of the big, shiny, silver “70” embedded into 
the pavement outside 70 Washington St., is there any 
chance you could make it slip-proof? 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Despite rumors, this building at the corner of Clinton and Remsen streets in Brooklyn Heights will not be torn down soon. 


Building not for sale — yet! 


Owner tries to 
debunk panic, but 
nabe suspicious 

By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The owners of the two-story building 
at Clinton and Remsen streets denied a 
published report that they are about to 
sell the building — a story that created a 
panic across Brooklyn Heights that the 
building would be tom down for a 14- 

It may someday become just such a 
building — a tower is legal under the 
current zoning, after all — but a repre- 
sentative of the owner told The Stoop 
this week that the building was not on 
the market. 

Yet. 

“The owners just wanted to know 





Darn it I 

We were, naturally, disappointed by 
this sign, posted the other day in 
front of Blanc et Rouge wine store 
on Washington Street in DUMBO. 


[the value of] what they own, so they retained 
us to evaluate the possibilities,” said Barry 
Kimchy of the Marcus and Millichap real-es- 
tate firm. 

The building, located at the comer of Rem- 
sen Street, is inside the historically protected 
section of Brooklyn Heights, but outside a 
zoning area that bars buildings rising above 
50 feet. 

As such, a buyer could construct something 
that would tower over the rowhouses of Rem- 
sen Street and obscure views all over the area. 

The panic began after a newspaper report- 
ed that the owners had put the building up for 
sale for $22 million. 


But Kimchy said the $22 million figure is 
merely an estimate of the building’s maxi- 
mum value, and not an asking price. 

Still, some members of the Heights estab- 
lishment said they remained cautious. 

“This is a very sensitive site,” said Judy 
Stanton, the executive director of the Brook- 
lyn Heights Association. 

‘Tf they build something that’s too tall ... it 
would change the character of the neighbor- 

“Building heights are a big factor when it 
comes to what is and is not historically accu- 
rate,” Stanton added. 

Stay tuned. 


No ‘Pace’ to dorm life 


The Brooklyn Paper 

See you in September. 

Despite a decision this week by Pace 
University to pull 500 students out of their 
dormitory on Clark Street, the 800-bed facil- 
ity will likely be busy again when the fall 
semester starts. 

“Like nature, real estate abhors a vacu- 
um,” said Rob Perris, district manager of 
Community Board 2. “I seriously doubt that 
this building will remain vacant.” 

Pace announced the move last week, 
prompting speculation about the future of 
the dormitory, which is at 55 Clark St. But 
this week, the company that runs the facility 
promised that it would be business as usual 
in the new school year. 

“The Clark Street building is one of our 
premier student housing residences,” said 
Joan Cear of Educational Housing Services, 
which runs Clark Hall and other doms 
throughout the city. “It will definitely be 
filled with college students come the fall.” 

Students from a dozen other schools are 
housed in the building, added Cear, so 
Pace’s slots will be easy to fill. 

Pace, meanwhile, is moving its students 
to a fancy new building on John Street, near 
the university’s campus in Manhattan. 

“We were very happy on Clark Street, 
but we’re also looking forward to creating a 
more unified downtown campus,” said uni- 
versity spokesman Chris Cory. 

Proximity to campus is good news for 
students. The bad news? Their housing will 
cost $2,000 more. 

“It sucks that we have to pay more,” said 



Pace University will no longer house 
students in the dorm building at 55 
Clark St. 


one student. “But it’ll be nice to live in 
Manhattan. It’s nice here, but too quiet.” 

So much for turning Brooklyn Heights 
into a college town. — Rizk 


LEAVE PACKAGES WITH US 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 


COPY SERVICE 
FAX SERVICE 
PASSPORT PHOTOS 
MAILBOX RENTALS 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 


Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 

High Quality Inkjet and Laser Toner Refills 
Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 


100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
or Your Money Back 

Cartridge World 

Downtown Brooklyn 

224A Atlantic Ave. 
(Near Court St.) 


( 71 8 ) 554-1 203 

www.c3rtridgeworld.com/store550 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm, Sat. 11am -4pm 



GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 


A real street address, not a 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 


P.0. Box 
receiving 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



burke talon 


A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 


192 Amity St. Bldyn, NY 11201 (2J2) 812 - 3994 


r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

How To Throw 
A Memorial Day BBQ 

Step One: 

I Visit American Housewares. I 


I 85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week -ElSa ■ (718) 2433)844 


• Local & Long Distance Services ___ 

• Airport Transportation Atlantic City, 

r r Foxwood and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

^ Casinos 

iyrtm 

Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

CDSli&M 


(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


CARROLL GARDENS 



(718) 596-3333 Beautifully renovated 4 story, 

4 family townhouse ... $2.2 million. 
See our listings: View entire listing on our website. 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 







Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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NEW SPRING COLLECTION 

FROM FARYLROBIN, HOLLYWOULD, BERNARDO & MORE 



burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 


192 Amity St. Bldyn, NY 11201 (2\2\ 812-3994 

in between Court and Clinton ' ' 
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A rat’s life on 
Pacific Street 

P acific Street between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street is a 
rat’s paradise. 

On this very green stretch of 
Boerum Hill, rats the size of tabby 
cats gnaw away entire gardens in a 
night’s time. They take over the 
block every night like young pro- 
fessionals on Smith Street. 

“If you go outside at night, you 
see packs of them walking down 
the street, totally fearless,” said 
Sarah Leah Whitson, who lives on 
the block. 

“It’s an epidemic,” she added. 

On one recent night, a crew of 
the beady-eyed critters devoured Whitson’s entire herb garden, 
gorging on delicate stalks of parsley, clusters of Thai mint and 
several pesto dinners’ worth of basil. 

“After that,” Whitson said, “I started thinking about starting the 
Boerum Hill Hunting Club. We would hunt rats instead of deer.” 
Whitson’s neighbor, Robin Miller, said that she has been forced 
to explain away the bloody rat carcasses staining the pavement. 

“I tell my 2-year-old daughter that the [rats] didn’t have time 
to get home to their beds,” said Miller. 

Indeed, neighbors are ready to de-ratify Pacific Street. Re- 
cently, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, a stately church at the cor- 
ner of Third Avenue and Pacific Street , brought in a pest control 
expert to make sure the vermin keep out of the pews. 

“I thought I was seeing watermelon seeds,” said Muriel Till- 
inghast, an official at the church. “Then I found out it was rat 
droppings and became very concerned.” 

Tillinghast’s hired gun called the rat activity in the area “ex- 
cessive.” 

“They’re a problem all over the city,” said lohn Pimpinella of 
Horizon Pest Control. “But on Pacific Street, I saw hundreds of 
them living in alleys.” 

He blamed the explosion of rat-displacing construction in the 
area, as well as the age-old vermin lures of messy Dumpsters, 
litter and gasp, greenery. 

As it turns out, the notoriously indiscriminate eaters seem to 
attack organic offerings 
with the same vigor they 
have traditionally applied to 
rotting fast food and leaky 
trash bags. 

“Rats are really attracted 
to the roots and plants,” 
Pimpinella explained. 

At Bethlehem, fear of 
flower-eating vermin has 
incited church leaders to 
forbid any new greenery on 
its grounds. 

as a place of refuge,” Till- 
inghast said of the rats’ 
catholic tastes. 

Yet when it comes down to it, the battle against rats may be 
another one of the church’s eternal straggles, she said. 

“I am manic about being tidy about food and not littering,” 
she said. “But the truth is, the rats have been here longer then we 
have, and they will probably outlive us too.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Tell the varmints to vamoose once and for all: Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, at 490 Pacific St., is hosting a community 
meeting on May 9 at 7 pm about the rat problem. Call (718) 624- 
0242 for information. . . . And the Big Green thumb goes to Mar- 
garet Cusack. Cusack, a founder of the Hoyt Street Garden, 
has been named the 2007 Brooklyn Gardener of the Year 
by The NYC Community Garden Coalition. Check out Cusack’s 
handiwork at the lush garden she built from the dirt on up at the 
comer of Atlantic Avenue and Hoyt Street. . . . Organic kiss com- 
ing: The sink has learned that Fort Greene’s all-organic Smooch 
Cafe is considering opening a new location in Boerum Hill. 
Oooh la la. ... The celeb kid band Care Bears on Fire will 
play an afternoon show on Saturday, April 28, at the Liberty 
Heights Tap Room, 34 Van Dyke St. Call (718) 246-8050 for 
info. . . . Tacos up! The food vendors, baseball players, futbol stars 
and mariachi bands are expected to be in full swing this weekend 
at the ballfields in Red Hook. Come with a full stomach and a 
set of earplugs. The bands get loud! ... Summer stealin’ : Warm 
weather makes everyone want a bike, including hoodlums. Last 
week, a handful of bikes were stripped of their wheels on Smith 
Street, a clerk at the street’s Aden News shop told the Stoop. 
Heed the warning: lock up both wheels.. . . Last chance to create a 
“community-driven development plan” for Atlantic Yards. On 
April 28, the Council of Brooklyn Neighborhoods will host 
a planning session to come up with a Yards alternative at Han- 
son Place United Methodist Church (144 St. Felix St., at 
Hanson Place, in Fort Greene). The forum starts at 10 am. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 
Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 
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Brooklyn’s own boat people 

One couple's hangout on the Gowanus (yes, the Gowanus) 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Behind a locked gate at the end of a dead- 
end street, a tiny community of houseboats 
is growing on the banks of Lavender Lake. 
Its owners — four people on three boats — 
believe that their watery ways could help 
New York in its quest for sustainability. 

“You can’t ignore how much waste you 
are creating when you have to carry it onto 
land yourself,” said Sasha Porter, who owns 
a former World War II rescue boat she and 
her partner Megan Hessenthaler call “Eco- 
Ark.” 

They don’t technically live on the float- 
ing one-bedroom — most recently home to 
the Empty Vessel Project art collective — 
which sits between Union and Carroll 
streets. But they do spend a lot of time there, 
almost entirely off the grid. They have a cir- 
ca- 1924 icebox, a small electricity generator 
and a wood-huming stove they imported 


from a friend’s cabin in Maine. They have 
no running water. 

Their toilet consists of a beige, plastic 
seat and a sawdust-filled bucket. 

Each time one waste bucket fills up, 
Porter and Hessenthaler move it to a small 
closet in the head of the boat and eventually, 
cart it away. Soon, the pair plans to begin 
composting the sawdust-coated poop and 
using it as soil for a flower garden. 

“When you compost human waste, it los- 
es 90 percent of its mass,” Porter said, sit- 
ting in a deck chair on the rear helm of the 
boat and looking out as her backyard shim- 
mered alongside the boat (is that a rainbow 
or an oil slick? Tough to say along the 
Gowanus). 

The composing plan is just one of the 
duo’s many green dreams for Eco-Ark. 

Recently, they also began to work on de- 
signs for a solar-powered freezer and a wa- 
ter- conserving device that would catch rain 
in a roof basin made of old umbrellas. 


“We want to be a lab for sustainable de- 
sign,” said Porter, a 26-year-old cabinet- 

including the cost of their limited utilities, 
Porter said she and Hessenthaler pay about 
as much for their Gowanus hideaway as 
they did in their old digs in Williamsburg. 

While the legality of the floating one- 
bedroom is about as murky as the canal it- 
self, Porter and Hessenthaler are hoping that 
city officials will someday allow them to get 
permits to actually live on the boat. 

By doing so, they say, they can serve as a 
model for affordable, eco-friendly housing 
in a space-strained city. 

Of course, that’s the long-term plan. In 
the short term, the couple will have to lift 
anchor this summer, when the city turns off 
the turbine that brings fresh water into the 

The coming stench is more than even 
these boat people are willing to endure. 



‘Light’ is on in Hook 


Brooklyn’s one-stoplight town 
is growing up. 

City workers installed Red 
Hook’s second stoplight this 
week, slowing traffic at the in- 
tersection of Van Brunt and Sul- 
livan streets (above) and pleas- 
ing residents who had called for 
the light since a pedestrian was 
killed there last spring. 

Since then, a large Fairway 
grocery store has brought many 
vehicles through the once- 
sleepy intersection, which is in 
front of the neighborhood ele- 
mentary school, PS 15. 

“There were so many cars 


and trucks going fast and not 
paying attention,” said Red 
Hooker Elsie Mieles. 

The neighborhood’s first 
stoplight was installed near the 
Brooklyn cruise terminal when 
it opened last year. 

Could the one-time red light 
district be getting even more? 
The Red Hook Civic Association 
is already asking for two more 
traffic lights, said lohn McGet- 
trick, the group’s co-chair. 

“The Sullivan Street light 
was a long-overdue first step, 
but much more must be done,” 
he said. — Ariella Cohen 


Canal species 
not endangered 


The Brooklyn Paper 

A perfect storm of cir- 
cumstances, including the 
less-than-perfect Nor’- 
Easter last week, has sent 
a record number of con- 
doms into the Gowanus 
Canal, according to vol- 
unteers at this week’s 
Earth Day cleanup of the 
canal zone. 

The explosion in the 
population ot Coney Is- 
land whitefish” is not 
only due to a city give- 
away of condoms in 
bodegas, coffee bars and 
bars all over Brooklyn. 

Environmentalists say 
torrential rains from the 
Nor’Easter sent far more 
untreated sewage into the 
canal than the typical 
April shower. 

Thanks to New York’s A condom in the Gowanus. 

antiquated sewage sys- 

tem, when it’s raining that hard, “whatever was in your toilet 
lands in our natural resources,” said Ludger Balan of Urban 
Divers Estuary Conservancy. — Ariella Cohen 
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(718) 596-3333 „ Beautifully renovated 14 , story, 

4 family townhouse ... $2.2 million. 
See our listings: View entire listing on our website. 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


How To Throw 
A Memorial Day BBQ 


Step One: 

Visit American Housewares. 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • TOO «® • (718) 243-0844 
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n Reliability 
n Quality 
n Service 


SATNICK 

W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 
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Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 

Hinh Quality Inkjet and laser Toner Refills 
Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 

100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
or Your Money Back 

Cartridge World 

Downtown Brooklyn 

224A Atlantic Ave. 

(Near Court St.) 




( 718 ) 554-1203 

www.c3rtridgeworld.com/store550 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm, Sat. 11am -4pm 


GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 


A real street address, not a P.0. Box 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package receiving 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


• Local & Long Distance Services 



• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
Casinos 

Myrtle 

* Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 
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(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 












Too much green 
in Fort Greene 

L uxury units in the Forte condos 
— Fort Greene’s first new resi- 
dential skyscraper — officially 
went on the market last week, be- 
ginning another chapter in the 
neighborhood’s complete transfor- 
mation into Brooklyn’s own Upper 
West Side. 

For those who maintain their 
gaze at ground level, the Forte is 
that massive, flatiron-shaped, glass- 
walled skyscraper nearing comple- 
tion on Fulton Street and Ashland 
Place. Its 30 stories will house 108 

Last week, I got a chance to visit 
the Forte’s first completed apartments at the sales kick-off. Like the 
building itself, this was an A-list event. Expensive suits and pricey 
pastries, coffee flowing freely from silver samovars, gourmet 
quiche with slices of roasted red pepper on top. And tout le monde 
was there, from Downtown development czar loe Chan to Bor- 
ough President Markowitz. 

During the requisite pat-on-the-back speechifying, Markowitz 
made a prescient comment. 

“In the days to come, when New Yorkers say ‘Downtown,’ 
they’ll mean Downtown Brooklyn,” he proclaimed with the typ- 

His geography may have been slightly askew — everyone 
knows that the BAM Cultural District is inspired by Lincoln 
Center far uptown — but he got the gist: Fort Greene is part of 
the new Manhattan. 

From the Williamsburgh Savings Bank building to the state’s 
planned sale of 55 Hanson Place, the neighborhood surrounding 
BAM is turning as pricey as the Upper West Side. 

The Forte’s gorgeous one-bedrooms start at $600,000, its 
two-bedrooms at $800,000, and its three-bedrooms at more than 
$1 million, said David Perry, the head of sales for Clarett Group. 

You’ll get a lot of luxury for that — a “sumptuous and the- 
atrically designed lobby,” 24-hour concierge service, a door- 
man, a fitness center (no need for that Crunch Gym next door), 
a roof deck, gorgeous views of Manhattan and Brooklyn, enor- 
mous windows, oak-strip flooring, and, of course, the mild re- 
sentment of your brownstoner neighbors. 

So those of us who’d 
rather live in a nice, mid- 
dle-class, racially diverse 
community in Brooklyn 
— not Manhattan — see 
the Forte’s rise as bitter- 

Yeah, the architects at 
FXFowle — the same 
firm that designed the 
Reuters and Conde Nast 
buildings in Times Square 
— did a nice job. The 
building is lovely. 

The thing is, few of us 
moved to Brooklyn be- 
cause we wanted to live in 
the city’s “Downtown,” or Brooklyn’s “Lincoln Center,” or any 
of the other metaphors so often bandied about. 

Had I wanted to live in Downtown Manhattan, or its Brook- 
lyn approximation, I would have. Maybe I could have squeezed 
myself and my two cats into some sort of itty-bitty studio, with 
a bed lofted over the Utter box and a hotplate for a kitchen. 

One thing’s for sure, I certainly wouldn’t have been able to 
live the high life there, or for that matter, here, in Fort Greene, 
and its first newly constructed luxury tower. 

And if I, a middle-class single woman, can’t afford to live 
here, then where’s the single mother with two kids going to five? 
Maybe that’s the point. 

Welcome to Forte Greene. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

We hear Clarett Group, which built the Forte condos, is 
planning another 500 units in Downtown Brooklyn. The loca- 
tion has yet to be revealed. . . . Two commercial spaces on the 
same DeKalb Avenue block — both once home to real estate 
brokers — are for rent. Insiders told The Stoop it’s merely a co- 
incidence. Location Location Location will be moving to 
South Portland Avenue, and TB Realty will be run from the 
owner’s home. . . . Clinton Hill Art Gallery just opened an ex- 
hibition by artist Jimmy James Greene. Greene’s show, 
“Troubadour — Greene on Blue,” explores “communal expres- 
sions of the African Diaspora.” Check it out at 154A Vanderbilt 
Avenue (near Myrtle Avenue). For information, caU (718) 852- 
0227 .... Speaking of the show, Clinton HiU Art Gallery propri- 
etor Lurita LB Brown just celebrated her venue’s 15th anniver- 
sary. Congrats! . . . And kudos to our friends over at Pratt Area 
Community Council, which was awarded a $150,000 grant 
from Deutsche Bank. The grant will allow the do-gooding or- 
ganization to hire more staff, and, presumably, do more do- 
gooding. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Dana Rubinstein 



Funkytown 

This funky building is Pratt Institute's new $1 1 .9-million design center featuring environmentally friendly design elements and 
a venue for video art. Tom Hanrahan, the dean of Pratt's School of Architecture, designed the pavilion with a "green" ventila- 
tion system that allows cool air to enter the building through the north window (pictured above, from the front and from the 
side), and hot air to rise out through the southern courtyard. The northern exposure will also be used as a canvas on which to 
project art. Situated on the DeKalb Avenue edge of the Clinton Hill campus, the Juliana Curran Terian Design Center is named 
for an alumna who doled out $5 million for the project. It was formally unveiled on April 17. — Dana Rubinstein 


C’Hill to city: Save us! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city has given an 18-story apart- 
ment building on stately Washington Av- 
enue a tentative green light, despite ac- 
tivists’ calls for the city to swing a 
wrecking ball through the proposal. 

The apartment building, which would be 
bounded by Myrtle Avenue and Hall Street, 
is “totally out of scale with the brownstone 
community,” said Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene), who added she 
wants to delay the project until a proposed 
downzoning of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill 
is approved. The rezoning is still percolating 
through the public-review process, and will 
need at least seven months before it could 
go into effect. 

It’s doubtful that James will be able to hold 
off the development for that long, especially 
since the city’s Buildings Department has al- 


ready given the developer a “conditional” ap- 
proval to the plan. 

There are some “outstanding objections 
that are minor and can be addressed easily 
by submitting revised plans reflecting the re- 
quired changes,” said Buildings Department 
spokeswoman Kate Lindquist. These “mi- 
nor” revisions include a scale-down of the 
building’s size to conform with current zon- 
ing laws, and alterations to make the build- 
ing more handicapped accessible. 

The neighborhood’s opposition to the de- 
velopment isn’t just rooted in the building’s 
size, which contrasts markedly with its two- to 
four-story neighbors. 

“This will creates a wall separating the 
Wallabout community from the rest of Clin- 
ton Hill,” said Sharon Barnes, head of the 
Society for Clinton Hill. 

Other residents feel the developer blind- 
sided them. 


“Initially, it was supposed to be [a much 
shorter] building,” said Peter Cheng, a Clin- 
ton Hill resident and the manager of Kum 
Kau, the Myrtle Avenue Chinese restaurant 
that abuts the building site. “They kind of 
changed the plans without telling anybody. 
They were, for lack of a better word, sneaky 
about it.” 

According to James, the site has had two 
developers. The first planned to build a six- 
story building, but then “flipped” the prop- 
erty to the new developer, who apparently 
added another 12 stories. 

The developer did not respond to repeat- 
ed requests for comment, but James insisted 
she would keep on fighting. 

“We are organizing an action plan to 
force or convince the developer that a small- 
er building would be more in character with 
the surrounding community and would still 
net him a profit,” she said. 


Less 'alternate-side’ 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Like adolescents to a compulsively neat 
parent, two elected officials are hying to rea- 
son with the city’s Sanitation Department, 
arguing that Fort Greene and Clinton Hill do 
not need twice-a-week street cleaning. 

“Once per week is plenty,” claimed 
Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights), who is teaming up with Council- 
woman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) on a 
bill that would allow community boards to 
determine how often their neighborhood 
streets are cleaned. 


The current, twice-a-week cleaning 
schedule means that residents sometimes 
must move their car four times a week 
(twice, if they park strategically). By con- 
trast, Brooklyn Heights and Park Slope res- 
idents can enjoy the luxury of once-a-week 
driving and fewer chances to get a ticket. 

“It’s a really crummy way to squeeze 
dollars out of New Yorkers,” said Yassky. 

Yassky and James said they had to take 
such a drastic step because the Department 
of Sanitation is strongly opposed to the 
idea. In January, when The Stoop first re- 
ported on the issue, Sanitation spokes- 


woman Kathy Dawkins said, “We have no 
plans to reduce the amount of street-clean- 
ing in Fort Greene or Clinton Hill.” 

“The only way to do it is legislate it in 
the budget process,” Yassky said. 

Perhaps, but Yassky and James aren’t 
only fighting Sanitation — they’re also 
fighting some residents. 

“I would rather not have our schedule 
changed,” said Susan Butler, a member of 
the Fort Greene Association and a motorist. 
“It gives me, as a driver, an opportunity to 
find a spot. There’s turnover, because alter- 
nate side of the street parking is four times a 

“If altemate-side-of-the-street parking 
were less frequent, then some people might 
just park there and not move their cars,” she 
added. — Rubinstein 
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Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1 ,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 

High Quality Inkjet and laser Toner Refills 
Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 

100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
or Your Money Back 

Cartridge World 

Downtown Brooklyn 

224A Atlantic Ave. 

(Near Court St.) 


( 71 8 ) 554-1 203 

www.cartridgeworld.com/store550 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm, Sat. 11am -4pm 
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NEW SPRING COLLECTION 

FROM FARYLROBIN, HOLLYWOULD, BERNARDO & MORE 



burke talon 


A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 
192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 (212) 812 _3994 

in between Court and Clinton 


LEAVE PACKAGES WITH US 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: I0amto3pm 
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Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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Bagless writer, 
tree-filled block 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



I made an Earth Day resolution: 
no more plastic shoping bags. 

When I go shopping, I will bring 
my own bag. If I forget my bag, I 
will ask for paper. Most stores have 
paper bags, they just don’t think to 
offer them. 

I didn’t decide this because of that 
Assemblyman in Bensonhurst who 
wants to ban plastic bags because 
they’re environmentally unsound. 

For me, the anti-plastic campaign 
began because I’ve gotten fed up 
with all the shopping bags that get 
stuck to the branches of the tree in Nicq Lalli 

front of my house. The other day, 

there was one just inches from my living-room window, but I 
couldn’t reach it. So instead of a locust tree, I had a plastic bag tree. 

I hate plastic bag trees. There are five of them on my block 
alone, and hundreds throughout the neighborhood. If the shop- 
ping bags don’t end up in the trees, they end up in the water, 
floating for eternity and strangling marine life. The other place 
they end up is the landfill, where they pile up. When they finally 
decompose, the bags return to their oil-based roots. 

When I go down to Seventh Avenue, I usually make three or four 
stops: video rental store (small, black bag), Italian specialty store 
(large white bag, two if I am buying dinner), one of the markets 
(thin plastic bag, usually doubled), wine shop (black bag with tell- 
tale silver stripes) . When I get the bags home I stuff them under my 
sink. Eventually, I have more than I need down there and I throw 
them all away, only to start 
my collection all over again. 

Of course, the fault lies 
not only with the stores, but 
with myself. I already have 
three or four canvas bags — 
bags that I brought expressly 
for the purpose of cutting 
down my use of plastic 
shopping bags — yet I never 

when I’m out shopping. If I 
am forgetting, the rest of 
Park Slope is probably for- 
getting, too. 

If we can go bagless 
when we go to Costco, we 
can do it everywhere. But you have to remember that canvas bag 
(or those over-stuffable net bags that everyone uses at the Co- 
op) . And if you must take a bag, re-use it. 

There is no reason that we need those flimsy plastic shopping 
bags. Most of the grocery stores have the good old-fashioned paper 
bags, so use those instead (and make sure they get recycled, too). 

The bag that was in the tree outside my window is finally 
gone. The big Nor’easter of ’07 ripped it out of the branches and 
sent it on its way, probably to another tree, or maybe all the way 
into the harbor. I am glad it is gone from my block, and I want 
to be sure that a bag I take is not the next one in my tree. 

But what about the next bag? So let’s all make this Earth Day 
resolution in Park Slope: “Refuse the bag!” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Five Slope restaurants have already signed onto our pal 
Lenore Arons s breast cancer fundraiser. As we reported a few 
weeks ago, Arons has been asking Slope restaurants to con- 
tribute towards fighting the disease. So far. Blue Ribbon. Aunt 
Suzie's, Bogota Latin Bistro. Bonnie's Grill. NoNo Kit- 
chen and Miriam have agreed to donate 10 to 15 percent of 
one night’s receipts. We’ll do our part by continuing to print the 
names of the do-gooding eateries. For now, email Arons, a Lin- 
coln Place resident, at walkingwithlenore@att.net. . . . Murray, 
the newest Muppet, made his Sesame Street debut in Prospect 
Park this week. The filming, for next season, was at the band- 
shell and around the Ninth Street playground. Murray, a 
large orange Muppet, paused from his work to greet the crowds. 
His human pal. Muppeteer Joey Mazzerino, will entertain 
adults at PS 1 07 “Readings on the Fourth Floor” series on June 
5 at 7 pm. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


DUMBO 

Racist baker? 

BOERUM HILL 



‘Greening’ of Park Slope 


By Nica Lalli 

The Brooklyn Paper 


As Gordon Gekko might 
say nowadays: Green is good. 

The influx of condos is forc- 
ing developers to come up with 
new ways to move their units. 
The latest marketing tool? Go 
green. 

At 515 Fifth Ave., a condo- 
minium at the comer of 13 th 
Street that is still under construc- 
tion, developers are already 
championing a structure being 
built out of environmentally safe 
materials. They tout eco-friendly 
features like roof plantings (not 
a roof garden, but a bona-fide 
“green roof’) and two outdoor 
courtyards to add more trees and 
plants. They hand out a render- 
ing that makes the building look 
positively luminous. 

“We are committed to green 
as a business,” said Joanna 
Frank, a co-partner in Bright 
City Development, the Slope- 
based real-estate company she 
founded with Aida Stoddard. 
The goal is to not only create 
family-sized units (the return of 
the long-lost three-bedroom 
apartment!), but do it in an en- 
vironmentally sensitive way. 

“It’s not just the business, 



w condo building at 515 Fifth Ave. promises to be "green. 


Sustainability is the buzz 


Cash for badly 
slashed man 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Park Slope lawyer whose throat was slit during a 2004 car- 
jacking in his building’s parking lot has won a multi-million-dol- 
lar settlement against the big-time construction company that 
failed to secure his safety. 

Christopher Nesterczuk sued the builders of his Sackett Street 
apartment — Alisa Construction, which is owned by the son-in-law 
of Brooklyn real-estate mogul Shaya Boymelgreen — on the 
grounds that the company did not provide adequate security while 
construction was ongoing. 

On Wednesday, a jury agreed, ruling that Alisa Construction was 
‘TOO percent” at fault. 

“There’s a feeling of vindication and closure and justice,” Nesterczuk 
told The Brooklyn Paper after the verdict. “There’s nothing that any 
court or jury can do to turn back the clock, but we do feel vindicated. 
And we’re hoping that this will send a message to this general contrac- 
tor, and that they’ll think more about safety than their own profits.” 

Alisa Construction would not comment on the verdict. 

The central facts in the case are not in dispute: On June 16, 2004, 
Nesterczuk walked into his building’s parking lot and began to unlock 
his Audi when an assailant slit his throat and stabbed his arms and head. 

The electric gate that had been installed to protect the driveway 
during construction had yet to be activated. 

Nesterczuk sued Alisa Construction for failing to secure the site, 
basing his claim on a city law requiring contractors to provide 
round-the-clock security at construction sites. At issue was whether 
the building was indeed a construction site, since the city had issued 
the developer a temporary certificate of occupancy. 

Nesterczuk has since recovered physically from the attack, but 
says he still suffers from severe post-traumatic stress syndrome. His 
attacker is serving a 22-1/2 year sentence. 


word today (besides “good 
school district” or “low mainte- 
nance”). It’s achieved, Frank 
said, by lowering heating and 
cooling costs thanks to that 
green roof, buying energy-effi- 
cient appliances, using bath- 
room fixtures that conserve wa- 
ter, building cabinetry out of 
natural or untreated wood, recy- 
cled materials or renewable 
sources like bamboo. 

“This is the future of build- 
ing,” said Stoddard, “and we 
have had an overwhelmingly 
positive response.” 


Fifty-eight people flocked to 
the building’s open house on 
Sunday (Earth Day, in case you 
missed the connection). 

“Sales are hot,” said William 
Hendrickson of Aguayo & 
Huebener, the real-estate com- 
pany that is handling the condo- 
minium offering. “People really 
like the green [component] and 
the fact that the developers real- 
ly thought about this building.” 
It looks like this green build- 
ing will get the developers what 
they are also after: some green 


Don’t Miss 
Magda in May 
at Union Temple 

MAY 2007 

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA 

Friday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m. 

Join practicing and non-practicing Jews 
in a complete Shabbat experience: 
Shabbat service, candle lighting, 
blessings, festive dinner, and music 
Adults $20; children 5-12, $12; under 5, free. 
Call or e-mail to reserve by April 27. 

FIRST SATURDAYS 

TOT SHABBAT 

May 5 from 9:45 a.m. to 1 1 :00 a.m. 
Singing, dancing, 
and a little Hebrew 
for toddlers, preschoolers, 
and their adult guests. 

Meets every first Saturday. Free! 

THIRD SUNDAYS 

KINDERGARTEN "KEF" 

May 20 from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. 

A fun-filled Jewish activity group. 

Crafts.. .games.. .stories.. .music and more. 
Meets every third Sunday. Free! 

A SISTERHOOD SUNDAY 

ROSH CHODESH CELEBRATION & FILM 
May 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
A delicious for-women-only brunch & 
a film screening of A GOOD UPLIFT 
A light-hearted documentary by 
Faye Lederman, Cheryl Furjanic, & Eve Lederman 
about a Lower East Side lingerie shop 
and its owner, Magda. 
www.squeezethestone.org/agooduplift/ 

HERLZ: UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Opening May 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
continuing through May 20. 

Traveling exhibition celebrating Theodor Herzl, 
the visionary of the Jewish state. 


UNION TEMPLE 

Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 

17 Eastern Parkway 

Across from the Brooklyn Public Library 
at Grand Army Plaza 


eft. 


718-638-7600 

www.uniontemple.orq 


GROOMING* BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

# 


lOe Service the 
* THovie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 

***** 

5 STAR E ] -*■ 


( 718 ) 258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



Let's stop dreaming 
and start doing. 






Make home 
improvements 
happen with 
M8T CHOICEquity. 


PRIME 

-. 50 %* 


LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Gal insky, O.D. 



9 th Street OpticaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) 


(718) 965-2545 


For home equity, there's no place like M&T. 

At M&T Bank, home equity is about more than just an attractive everyday rate. It’s about 
using our years of know-how to make your experience easy and comfortable - and save 
you time and money. Example? If you want to update your home, M&T CHOICEquity 
is the perfect choice. You’ll have both a line of credit and fixed- rate loans all in 
one account - giving you the flexibility in case your dreams and projects get bigger 
than you first anticipate. So why wait? Let’s get going. Stop by any M&T branch today, 
visit www.mtb.com, or call the M&T Telephone Banking Center at 1-800-724-3222. 


M M&T Bank 

Understanding what's important® 


WWW.IUtb.COm *Prime-1.05% is a variable introductory rate applicable to the Base Account for the first six 
will be: Prime+0.25% for lines $25,000 to $49,909; and Prime-0.50% for lines $50,000 to $500,000. Maximum loi 
are for new accounts only. M&T CHOICEquity accounts cannot be used to pay off existing M&T CHOICEquity 


d in DC, DE, MD. NY, PA, VA, and VW only. © 2007 M&T Bank. 
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Our local board 
is a hot ticket! 

W ho says that community board 
meetings are a bore? If people 
would only experience the ex- 
citement first hand, they’d see that 
the meetings are as entertaining as an 
episode of “American Idol”! 

Take last week’s Community 
Board 10 meeting. Where else can 
you be sitting and listening to a fairly 
routine debate about sidewalk cafe 
permits when all of a sudden some- 
one gets up and starts screaming? 

It started out innocently enough 
last Monday night at the Knights of 
Columbus meeting hall, when New 
York University professor Wade 
Goria’s name came up on the list of people who wanted to speak 
during the public comment portion of the meeting. 

For the uninitiated, public comment periods are the Ellis Is- 
land of democracy — a time when the great huddled masses, the 
wretched refuse, the homeless, the tempest-tossed, can breathe 
free and say whatever they feel. Those of us who cover commu- 
nity board meetings for a living have seen screaming matches, 
shoving matches and, in one notorious Lower East Side board 
meeting a few years ago, a riot by police officers (yes, we’re still 
being deposed for civil suits!). 

So it’s no wonder that Goria thought he could just get up to 
the mic and say what was on his mind. Unfortunately, he had 
chosen to attend a meeting on a night when the board was set to 
vote on a big zoning issue, so the turnout was better than usual 
(and, as usual, there was even free marble cake and coffee!). 
This may have played a role in what went down. 

What went down? Goria went down. 

As a historian, Goria said he wanted to address the much-dis- 
cussed likelihood that the historic Bay Ridge United Methodist 
Church, “The Green Church,” 
would indeed be sold and 
tom down to make way for 
condos. 

This has been a controver- 
sial issue in the neighborhood, 
as community groups that 
want to save the church clash- 
ed with parishioners who, be- 
lieve it or not, want to sell. 
The reverend at the Green 
Church even once invoked 
his Lord and Savior to explain 
why the congregation needed 
to sell the building and raise 
money for its larger mission. 
Pastor Robert Emerick’s 
passion even cowed Councilman Vince Gentile into submission. 
But that didn’t matter to Goria. 

“Pastor Emerick says that he is selling the church to be closer 
to Jesus,” Goria started in. “But I don’t think Jesus would want 
to see his house of worship be destroyed to line the pockets of 
corrupt church elders looking for a $ 12-million payday.” 

But before Goria could go any further, he was interrupted by 
screams from the standing-room-only audience. 

“He is out of order!” one woman shouted. “He is not allowed 
to say that.” 

Goria tried to speak again, but this time, CB10 chairman 
Dean Rasinya — a retired cop! — intervened on behalf of the 
growing chorus seeking to end the professor’s lecture early. 

“You are out of order,” Rasinya said, giving Goria the stare- 

Undeterred by the warning, Goria looked back down at his 
two pages of notes and continued where he left off about the 
church’s supposed corruption. 

“Pastor Emerick was sent by the hierarchy to make sure this 
See YELLOW on page 8 




Matthew Lysiak 



Human's-eye view 


Some seagulls take a break from flying (and eating, among other things, garbage) to enjoy the cool breeze off the Narrows, 
is a spectacular view of the Verrazano Bridge — seen from the Shore Road Promenade. 


Getting something to hum about 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 


It’s the end of April and that means 
only one thing in Bay Ridge: it’s time for 
the return of the humming toadfish. 

The mysterious buzzing sound that kept 
half of Bay Ridge awake last year hasn’t re- 
turned — yet — but mating season has only 
just begun. 

Bay Ridge’s close encounter of the frog 
kind started in April, 2005 , when chiroprac- 
tor Concetta Butera noticed “this awful 


The hum was so loud that some residents 
blamed passing trains, the Owls Head 
sewage treatment plant, and even UFOs — 
but the source of the sound remained a mys- 
tery by the time the hum fell silent that Oc- 


Last April, the mysterious humming 
sound was back, and baffling residents 


As complaints mounted, local officials 
again attempted to discover the source. 
Owls Head was the most-likely suspect — 
given the location and the sound itself — 
but the Department of Environmental Pro- 
tection quickly ruled itself out after an inves- 
tigation. Everyone was stumped. 

Clearly, no one watches the Discovery 
Channel. In the early 1980s, a mysterious 
humming noise in a California town created 
a “Sleepless in Sausalito” situation — but, 
as the Discovery Channel reported, fish bi- 


ologists eventually tracked the sound to 
male toadfish making a racket to find a 

The oyster toadfish has been described as 
“homely” for its large protruding eyes, 
broad mouth, and flesh-like whiskers sur- 
rounding a short snout. To attract a mate, it 
produces a vocalization that some liken to a 
“foghorn.” 

The toadfish’s spawning season extends 
from April to October, which corresponds 
to the time when residents in Bay 
Ridge have reported hearing the mys- 
terious noise. The male locates 
private nesting area (often 
using old tin cans or de- 
cayed wood lying on the 
bay bottom (how romantic), 
and then calls out in his low, 
mournful “foghorn” to spawn- 
ing females. 

Reports of the toadfish mating 
season last year ignited a fish frenzy. 

“The toadfish is Bay Ridge’s story of the 
century,” said Community Board 10 District 
Manager Josephine Beckmann. “Fox News 

Like most stories of the century, though it 
lasted about two weeks. But unlike annoyed 
residents of Bay Ridge, their Sausalito coun- 
terparts adopted the oyster toadfish. 

Those crazy Californians celebrated their 
aquatic neighbors with a festival on the third 
Tuesday of June, when the fish really begin 
mating. 


“We had a big festival to honor the toad- 
fish with people dressing up as that ugly fish 
and a big parade marching down the street 
back,” said Sausalitian Stan Barbarich. 

But, alas, interest died down and the fes- 
tival stopped humming after just three years. 

Barbarich described the sound as an “al- 
most mechanical vibration hum, not like any 
animal you could imagine.” 

And the toadfish is virtual- 
ly impossible to catch be- 
it often buries itself in 
the mud during the day, and 
prefers to come out at night. 

“No one ever sees them, and I 
heard of anyone catching one,” 
said Barbarich. 

Barbarich said it would be a 
shame if Bay Ridge never had 
the opportunity to celebrate its 
humming fish. 

“I highly recommend the festival,” he 
said. “People really love something this dif- 

Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) said he would support the idea, 
though the longtime Owls Head skeptic sug- 
gested that he wasn’t convinced that the 
toadfish is the root of the local hum. 

“If it is the toadfish, we think a festival 
would be a great idea,” said a Gentile aide. 
“It would bring more of that small-town feel 
to our community.” 

The aide questioned whether Gentile 
would wear a toadfish costume. 



Spring 

Plant Sale 

& Craft Fair 


Come and enjoy the music, 
art and beauty of the 

Narrows Botanical Gardens 

Flower Pot Painting For the Kids 
“Music for Aardvarks Demo Class” 

May 5th, 10 am to 3 pm 


Raindate-Sunday, May 6th 
10 am to 3 pm 

Located on Shore Road and 71st Street across 
from Xaverian High School in Bay Ridge 

www. narrowsbg.org 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead Bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 


^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 ^ 


Women Only! 

Hollywood Fitness 
Nautilus Training 


$19.99/month 




7414 13th Avenue (74th & 75th Streets) (71 8) 238-1 700 

Mon-Fri: 8am-llpm; SaFSun: 9am-9pm • SISMB • Free Parking 


Harbor 
Motor Inn 



■ Ample parking 
on premises 

■ 24 hour security 

1 Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 

■ 

1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
Fax: (718) 266-0888 



FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 


) DERMER 


Sy PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

I3SIH9 • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Mailbox Suites 

2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 


^ Authorized FedEx Shipping Center I 

^Ground & Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat.@2pm) I 


{ ''I 6904 Colonial Road 
^ (718) 238-4200 

Postal Service Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm; Sat: lOam-Spm 


Brooklyn Doe House 

I ^ rlnvrarp ft hnardino 

718 

# ^ \) 7atn-l0 

L 


daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

yam-lOpm weekdays, gam-iopm weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 
web cams - watch your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]2 7 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

iiiSHM 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 



Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, 


‘ 


27 8th Avenue 


(718) 636-0425 


G, M.D. 

ATOLOGIST 

r, Skin & Nails ■ 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


www.BrooklynPaper.com 
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Drugged-out robber strikes in the Heights 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


The thief promised he meant 
no harm, but just needed enough 
money to buy drugs so he could 
stop the pain of withdrawal. 

“Don’t worry, I’m not going 
to hurt you,” he said as he 
grabbed a 33-year-old woman on 
the comer of Orange and Henry 
streets, around 9 pm on April 16. 
“I just need something. I’m dope 

The woman handed over $40 
and the addict shuffled off. She 
described him as a white Hispan- 


foot-2 and 180-pounds, in a grey 
windbreaker, blue jeans, and a 
black hat. But she was not able 
to find him in the police’s photo 

Gunman strikes 

A man who may have had a 
gun followed a woman into her 
Willow Street apartment and 
robbed her at 11:30 am on April 
16, police said. 

The stranger followed the 
woman into her building, be- 
tween Cranberry and Orange 
streets, trailed her upstairs and, 
when she started to enter her unit, 
told her he knew someone who 
lived there. She told him that’s 
impossible, since she lives alone. 

“Just give me $20,” the thief 


then insisted. When she turned 
over the cash, the perp started to 
walk away, only to return and 
snatch her pocketbook, too. 

“I’ll shoot you,” he said as he 
ran off. 

The woman lost $50, various 
credit cards and her driver’s li- 
cense. She described the robber 
as a 5-foot-9, 180-pound black 
man, with a goatee, a gray jack- 
et, sweatpants and a black cap. 

Ungrand hotel 

Someone stole a laptop from 
a room at the Marriott Hotel on 
Adams Street on April 18, police 

The victim, a 46-year-old 
South Carolina man, had left for 
the city around 10 am. When he 


returned around 10:30 pm, he 
found that someone had broken 
in and removed his Compaq lap- 

Other guests were inter- 
viewed, but the device — and 
the thief — have not been found. 

Kathleen Duffy, a Marriott 
spokeswoman, said the hotel in- 
vestigated his claim by inter- 
viewing staff and checking the 
electronic door key for other en- 
tries. None were found, so man- 
agers referred the case to the cor- 
porate office in Maryland. 

“They run an extremely tight 
ship there,” Duffy said, noting 
the hotel had won top awards in 
the chain for several years. 

Fake cop 

A 16-year-old lost his phone 
to a man who claimed to be a 
cop who needed to make a call 
on April 20, police said. 

The teen was walking home 
around 5:30 pm when the imper- 
sonator stopped him on the cor- 
ner of Bergen and Hoyt streets. 
The man asked to use his phone, 
and the “officer” made several 
personal calls before running off 
with the Motorola Razr. 

Eagle eye rob 

A thief snatched the eyeglass- 
es off a 63-year-old woman on 
Atlantic Avenue, but she got a 
good look at the robber anyway. 

Police said the man ran up be- 
hind his elderly victim as she 
neared Hoyt Street, around 9:30 
am on April 1 1 . She described 
him to police as a black man, 6- 
foot-1 and 200 pounds, wearing 
a beige overcoat, white sneakers, 
a gray military cap and blue jew- 

Toothless crime 

A man pretending to ask for 
the time actually robbed a 
woman of her bag full of person- 
al possessions — including a 
$1 ,600 set of dentures. 

The thief stopped the woman 
around noon on April 20 on Liv- 
ingston Street, near Smith Street. 
He asked for the time then 
grabbed her watch and purse. 
The bag held no money, but it 
did have her wallet, glasses, 
makeup and dentistry. 

Unholy heist 

The thief clearly didn’t come 
for redemption. 

Someone stole a purse an ear- 
ly learning center at a Monroe 
Street church on April 18. The 
29-year-old victim left her hand- 
bag inside the school office, off 
Pierrepont Street, at 8 am. When 
she returned two hours later, the 
$150 purse, with a new cell- 
phone, credit cards, her pay- 
check and $5 inside, had disap- 
peared. 


Cars clipped 

At least two cars were report- 
ed stolen in the Brooklyn 
Heights area last week, including 
one that disappeared from a 
Love Lane garage. 

Sometime between 10 pm on 
April 14 and 10:30 am on April 
17, a woman’s Toyota SUV went 
missing from the garage on Love 
Lane, off Willoughby Street. Her 
53-year-old husband dropped it 
off, but when he went to find the 
car several days later, it was gone. 

Between 7:30 pm on April 15 
and 5:30 pm on April 17, a Con- 
necticut woman lost her Jeep 
Liberty to thieves. The 2004 
SUV was parked on the north- 
west comer of Hicks and Poplar 


The Brooklyn Paper 

An overflow crowd gathered 
at a Kew Gardens funeral home 
on Sunday to remember Moni- 
ca Henk, the tattoo artist who 
was slammed by a hit-and-run 
driver in Clinton Hill and died a 
few days later. 


( . BfissfuC 
Restorative 
Mind & Body 

Dharma 

Healing Arts Studio 



THE MANILA II IN 
THE MAHACE 

Swedish ■ shiatsu 
deep tissue 
sports/injury 
prenatal 
on-site/chair 

718 - 797-5318 

COBBLE HILL 
www.dharmanyc.com 
(gift Certificates ‘Available 


streets, but disappeared without a 

Stealing home 

Someone swiped a Yankees 
jacket and bag full of electronics 
from a bench in Tillary Park 
while the owner played ball 
nearby, police said. 

The 24-year-old victim arrived 
at the park, on Jay and Tillary 
streets, around 10 pm. 

She and her friends were play- 
ing ball a bit too far away from 
the bench where she had laid her 
stuff. 

When she returned, nearly 
two hours later, her prized jacket 
and a bag with $530 in games, 
phones, watches, and bowling 
patches were gone. 


Henk had been left brain-dead 
after the April 7 accident and 
died the next week. She was cre- 
mated and her ashes will be tak- 
en to her native Colombia, 
where they will be scattered in 
the wind, her husband, Dan 
Henk told The Brooklyn Paper. 

“Everybody was really, really 
sad. She had a tremendous im- 
pact on so many people,” Henk 
recalled. 

Family and friends have now 
raised $20,000 as a reward to 
help find Henk’s killer. The po- 
lice now consider it a criminal 
case, not just a motor- vehicle ac- 
cident, Henk said. 

Leads are pouring in, he 
added. A police spokesman 
would only confirm the investi- 
gation is continuing. 

Monica Henk, who was rid- 
ing a motorcycle on her way to 
class at the Brooklyn Conserva- 
tory of Music around 7 am, was 
run down by a black Chevy S-10 
Blazer at the comer of Kent 
Street and Flushing Avenue. 
There were no witnesses, but po- 
lice identified the make and 
model of the car by analyzing 
parts left in the road. 

Security footage made avail- 
able by several Hasidic business- 
es in the area also aided police in 
identifying the vehicle, Dan 
Henk said. 

Henk asked that anyone with 
information call him directly at 
(917) 554-1341 or call the state 
Crimestoppers hotline at (800) 
577-TIPS. —Stainton 


76th Precinct 


Speechless 

A woman who was brutally 
robbed on her way to the gym 
early on April 1 1 was too scared 
to leave her home — or call cops 
— for nearly a week, police said. 

The 57-year-old Sackett Street 
resident suffered multiple wounds 
on her face and lips, plus bruises 
on her hips, when she was at- 
tacked by two thugs at 6:20 am, 
near the comer of Court and 
Sackett streets. She was heading 
to the gym one block away. 

The robbers managed to grab 
$175 from the victim before run- 
ning off. 

Elder attacked 

Sometimes age tramps brawn. 

That may have been the case 
on April 21 , when a man tried to 
steal the necklace and cash from 
a 79-year-old man as he walked 
home on Baltic Street, near Hicks 
Street, at around 11:15 am. 

A would-be thief approached 
and tried to convince the senior 
to turn over his valuables, but the 
older fellow declined. Even when 
the perp pulled out a knife, the 
gent didn’t give in. Eventually 
the attacker fled empty handed. 

Baltic stabbing 

A man making his way home 
the night of April 14 was at- 
tacked by two thugs who stabbed 


him many times and stole his hat 
and cash, police said. 

The 33-year-old victim was 
stabbed repeatedly in the back, 
stomach and left leg before the rob- 
bers ran off with his designer lid 
and $100. 

The victim, who landed in 
Lutheran Medical Center, had no 
recollection of his attackers. 

Trucker target 

A man resting in his track lost 
a cellphone to a thug who threat- 
ened to cut his tires in Red Hook 
on April 18, police said. 

The 40-year-old trucker had 
parked at the comer of Court and 
Bush streets when a thief came 
along just before 5:30 am. 

“I’U cut your tires,” the man 
said, menacing a screwdriver. “I 
need medicine.” 

The thief snatched the driver’s 
cellphone and ran off. 

Thief captured 

A rookie cop at the 76th 
Precinct chased down and arrest- 
ed a man who stole a woman’s 
bag of clothing on April 19. 

Officer Dynel Powell was pa- 
trolling Hoyt Street, near Dou- 
glass Street, at just before 9 am 
when a woman ran up and said 
she had been robbed. 

Powell took off down Dou- 
glass Street, captured the 52- 
year-old thief and collected the 
clothing, valued at $64. 

The thief now faces grand lar- 
ceny charges 
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Congregation Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
718.875.9124 
mountsinai250@aol.com 

Join Us 

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA 

Friday, May 4, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. 

Services and Dinner 
$28 for adults 
$12 for children 

RSVP to Synagogue Office by May 1, 2007 

SHAVUOT DINNER 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. 

Members: Adults $30 Children: $12 

Non members: Adults $35 Children: $15 

RSVP to Synagogue Office by May 17, 2007 

MONTHLY TOT SHABBAT 

Friday, May 4, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. 

Friday, June 1, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Sunday, June 3, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. 

Jerome Moshman Musical Gala 

Wednesday, June 6, 2007 

125th Anniversary Celebration of 

Congregation Mt. Sinai 

Honoring Rabbi Joseph Potasniks 35 years as our Spiritual Leader 
Call Synagogue Office for information 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi 8f Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 


Monica cremated 
as cops hunt killer 




THE FINEST PHYSICIANS. ..THE FINEST HEALTH CARE. 

1 . Sabita Moktan, M.D., Director, Diabetes Resource and Education Center 

2. Louis Camilien, M.D., Vice Chairman, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 

3. Jane Fong, M.D., Director, Division of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine 

4. Miran Salgado, M.D., Chairman, Department of Neurology and Rehabilitation Medicine 

5. Anthony Tortolani, MD., Chairman, Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

6. Martin Zonenshayn, M.D., Chief Division of Neurosurgery 

7. Suhail Raoof, M.D., Chief, Division of Pulmonology and Critical Care Medicine 
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Perp wanted a phone, but settled for cash 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A gunman cornered a man 
on First Street and demanded 
his cellphone, but settled for 
taking his victim’s cash when 
the man refused to give up the 
mobile device. 

Cops said that the 27 -year- 
old victim, who lives on First 
Street between Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West, was 
walking home from the Q train 
at Flatbush Avenue at around 
9:30 pm on April 18 when the 
gunman approached. 


“Give me your phone,” he 
said, showing off his black gun. 

The victim pleaded with the 
perp to allow him to keep his 
phone because he has a family. 
When the perp altered his de- 
mand to cash, the victim com- 
plied, turning over $115. 

That’s when the thief, identi- 
fied as a 5-foot-7 black man, 
ran away, heading northbound 
on Eighth Avenue. 

More gunplay 

Three men, one toting a black 
handgun, surrounded man as he 
walked home from a Flatbush 
Avenue supermarket on April 


22 and mugged him of $50. 

After the man turned down 
Eighth Avenue en route to his 
Berkeley Place home at around 
4:30 pm, the gunman rushed 
him, pulled out the gun and said, 
“Give me what you got.” 

The other two men surround- 
ed the victim until the 43-year- 
old victim coughed up the mon- 
ey. Police believe the trio 
followed the man from the su- 


permarket and are scouring the 
surveillance tapes for evidence. 

Ouch 

Three thugs pummelled a 
Garfield Place man in front of 
his own building on April 18, 
but didn’t take anything — any- 
thing material, that is — from 
their victim. 

The beating began at around 
10:30 pm as the man was re- 


turning from a Seventh Avenue 
store to his building, which is 
between Fifth and Sixth av- 
enues. The first thug attacked 
the man with a two-foot wood- 
en stick, and then the other two 
men joined in, using their fists. 

The man was taken to Luther- 
an Hospital. He told cops that he 
had had a “previous dispute” 
with the assailants. The wooden 
stick was recovered as evidence. 

Thai was easy 

A thief rushed into a Fourth 
Avenue office supply store, 
grabbed three cases of printer 


cartridges and jumped into a 
waiting getaway car on April 20. 

Police said the 5-foot-8 man 
entered the store at around 7:30 
pm, grabbed $1,100 worth of 
the high-end ink, and fled in a 
silver, four-door sedan with the 
license plate ACJ-2165. 

Grand theft auto 

At least three cars were stolen 
off Park Slope streets last week, 
police said. Here’s a roundup: 

• Sometime between April 
15 and April 18, a 1997 Dodge 
disappeared from its spot in 
front of 400 Dean St. No bro- 



B’klyn boat people 

One couple's hangout on the Gowanus canal 


By Arietta Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Behind a locked gate at the 
end of a dead-end street, a tiny 
community of houseboats is 
growing on the banks of Laven- 
der Lake. Its owners — four 
people on three boats — be- 
lieve that their watery ways 
could help New York in its 
quest for sustainability. 

“You can’t ignore how much 
waste you are creating when 
you have to carry it onto land 
yourself,” said Sasha Porter, 
who owns a former World War 
II rescue boat she and her part- 
ner Megan Hessenthaler call 
“Eco-Ark.” 

They don’t technically live on 
the floating one-bedroom — 
most recently home to the Empty 
Vessel Project art collective — 
which sits between Union and 
Carroll streets. But they do spend 
a lot of time there, almost entirely 
off the grid. They have a circa- 
1924 icebox, a small electricity 
generator and a wood-burning 
stove they imported from a 
friend’s cabin in Maine. They 
have no running water. 

Their toilet consists of a 
beige, plastic seat and a saw- 
dust-filled bucket. 

Each time one waste bucket 
fills up, Porter and Hessenthaler 
move it to a small closet in the 
head of the boat and eventually, 
cart it away. Soon, the pair 
plans to begin composting the 
sawdust-coated poop and using 
it as soil for a flower garden. 


“When you compost human 
waste, it loses 90 percent of its 
mass,” Porter said, sitting in a 
deck chair on the rear helm of 
the boat and looking out as her 
backyard shimmered alongside 
the boat (is that a rainbow or an 
oil slick? Tough to say along 
the Gowanus). 

The composing plan is just 
one of the duo’s many green 
dreams for Eco-Ark. 

Recently, they also began to 
work on designs for a solar- 
powered freezer and a water- 
conserving device that would 
catch rain in a roof basin made 
of old umbrellas. 

“We want to be a lab for sus- 
tainable design,” said Porter, a 
26-year-old cabinet-maker. 

Including the cost of their 


limited utilities, Porter said she 
and Hessenthaler pay about as 
much for their Gowanus hide- 
away as they did in their old 
digs in Williamsburg. 

While the legality of the 
floating one-bedroom is about 
as murky as the canal itself, 
Porter and Hessenthaler are 
hoping that city officials will 
someday allow them to get per- 
mits to actually live on the boat. 

By doing so, they say, they 
can serve as a model for afford- 
able, eco-friendly housing in a 
space-strained city. 

Of course, that’s the long- 
term plan. In the short term, the 
couple will have to lift anchor 
this summer, when the city 
turns off the turbine that brings 
fresh water into the canal. 



ken glass was found at the 
scene, which is between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues. 

• Sometime after 7 pm on 
April 19, a yellow 1997 van of 
unidentified make was taken 
from its spot on 12th Street be- 
tween Second and Third av- 
enues. In this case, there was 
broken glass everywhere. 

• A 2004 BMW was taken 
from in front of an auto repair 
shop on 14th Street sometime 
between 6 pm on April 20 and 9 
am the next day. In this case, the 
victim told cops that he brought 
the car to the auto shop only to 
have the workers there call him 
the next morning to tell him that 
the car was missing from the 
shop, which is between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

The victim told cops that the 
car was worth $45,000. 

Hot restaurant 

It’s almost like the plot out of 
the book she was reading: A 
customer at a trendy Seventh 
Avenue restaurant enjoyed a 
nice dinner, but then realized 
that her bag — containing a 
dime-store novel — had been 
stolen from the back of her chair 
while she used the bathroom. 

The April 16 theft at the 
restaurant, which is between 
Lincoln and St. lohns places, 
resulted in the loss of the bag it- 
self, plus a wallet, various cred- 


it and debit cards, a legal pad 
(valued at $4), and a paperback 
book titled “Manhattan Noir,” 
according to the police report. 

Got money? 

A 54-year-old woman got 
the fright of her life at around 
10 pm on April 15 when three 
men surrounded her and de- 
manded money as she walked 
on Seventh Avenue. 

After the woman, who lives 
on Sixth Avenue, said she did- 
n’t have any money, one of the 
thugs pushed her up against a 
fence near the comer of St. 
lohns Place. When she started 
screaming, the thugs ran off. 

Just beat it 

It appears that a frustrated 
baseball player is on the loose 
in Park Slope. 

Two incidents involving an 
attack with a bat-like object 
caused minor bumps and bruis- 
es on two teenagers just 10 
minutes apart on Fifth Avenue. 

In the first attack, a 17-year- 
old was pummeled near the cor- 
ner of Fifth Street just after 3 pm. 

He told cops he has no idea 
why he got hit and that he did- 
n’t see what hit him — or the 
person who did it. 

A few minutes later, a 15- 
year-old was at the same comer 
talking to some friends when a 
man mshed up with a wooden 
bat and started clubbing him. 
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The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Institute is proud to be 
the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric Surgery Center of 
Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery, while also holding a 
Level I Accreditation from the American College of Surgeons. 

Recently, the internationally recognized chair of Lutheran’s Department of Surgery, 
George S. Ferzli, M.D., was joined by James A. Sapala, M.D. — the nationally 
renowned inventor of the Sapala Micropouch® gastric bypass operation, the only 
patented procedure of its kind in the U.S. 

Together, they create a bariatric weight loss center with an unequaled range 
of state-of-the-art surgical procedures, including open and minimally invasive 
laparoscopic surgeries. 
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To find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our lifestyle 
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Pol: Bloomy's plan 
is not 'ferry' good 


By Matthew Lysiak 


Commuters in Bay Ridge 
who want a 12-minute water 
taxi ride into Manhattan have 
been left at the dock — and 
they have Mayor Bloomberg 
to blame, a local pol charged 
this week. 

Just hours after the mayor 
gave his much-lauded “Green- 
er, Greater New York” speech 
on Sunday, Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) fired 
back saying that the Bloomberg 
administration is ignoring a 
very simple, low-pollution 
mass transit alternative for Bay 
Ridge. 

“The Mayor proposed an 
ambitious plan on Earth Day, 
but for some incomprehensible 
reason, did not act on a plan 
that would ease the notoriously 
traffic and lead to cleaner air 
across Brooklyn,” said Gentile. 

Earlier this year, Gentile and 
Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) secured 
$500,000 to transform the 69th 
Street pier into a ferry-ready 
dock. But the Department of 
Transportation has not spent the 
money to do the job — and that 
makes the green-minded Gen- 
tile see red. 

“The Transportation Com- 
missioner made it very clear to 
us that they are not interested in 
the ferry service [from Bay 
Ridge] said Gentile. 

Even a Republican joined 
the Democratic councilman’s 
call for more ferry service. 

“Ferry service from 69th 
street would help improve the 
daily commute for countless lo- 
cal residents,” said Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge). 

It’s not as if Bay Ridge lacks a 
ferry tradition. Before the Ver- 
razano Narrows Bridge opened 
in 1964, passengers regularly 
cruised to Staten Island. Many 
believed that the bridge obviated 
the need for new service — but 
now residents are reconsidering. 

“It would absolutely be a 
nice thing for this community,” 
said local activist Peter Killen. 
“People are always looking for 
alternative routes of transporta- 

Killen was involved in the last 
attempted resurrection of the pier 
in 2000, but says he was also 


shot down by the DOT. 

New York Water Taxi, the 
company that operates “taxi” 
boats all over the city, is warm 
to the idea of running boats out 
of the Bay Ridge. 

“We would certainly consider 


the possibility,” said company rep 
Robert Pandolfo. “It isn’t too 
complicated. All the terminal 
would need is a bumper system 
and a ramp built into the dock.” 
The DOT did not return sev- 
eral requests for a comment. 


leaving others to wonder if the 
mayor green rhetoric was just 
Earth Day hot air. 

“The opportunities have been 
there, and the city has steadfast- 
ly refused to take them,” Gentile 


Move your asphalt! 
Paving plan released 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Twenty-two local roads from Bay Ridge to 
Bensonhurst will be getting a well-deserved 
makeover this summer — a tiny fraction of the 
thoroughfares that deserve the spring cleaning, at 
least one local official said. 

Commuters will get a smoother ride, of course, 
but only after enduring a few bumpy weeks of 
construction. 

Josephine Beckmann, the district manager of 
Community Board 10 in Bay Ridge, said she was 
pleased by the list, but wanted more roads in her 
neighborhood to get the pampered treatment. 

“Overall, I am very happy,” she said. “The roads 
that need it most are going to get the attention, but 
there is a lot of work that still needs to be done.” 

She said the neighborhood got about one-third of 
what it requested. Specifically, a stretch of 65th Street 
was left off the list. 

“The Department [of Transportation] has its own 
way of evaluating needs, and you never get every- 
thing you ask for,” the ever-cheery Beckmann said. 


The work at each site should take no longer than 
two weeks from beginning to end, according to 
Beckmann. 

Of course, it doesn’t take two weeks to pave a 
street. First, the top layer of asphalt is removed in a 
process called “milling.” Then (and here’s the part 
that drives drivers nuts), the Department of Trans- 
portation leaves the bumpy road surface unpaved for 
a week so that utility companies can make sure noth- 
ing has been damaged. If DOT gets the go-ahead, the 
road is resurfaced with fresh sticky asphalt, which 
takes an additional day or two. 

Local drivers say they will trade the two weeks of 
inconvenience for a smoother ride down the road. 

“Some of the roads can do a number on your car,” 
said Bensonhurst resident Alex Maur. “I think the 
work is long overdue.” 

The Department of Transportation said all 
paving should be completed by July 1 , but added 
that individual sites could be rescheduled. The 
agency would not comment about Beckmann’s re- 
quest for far more street repavings. 

— Matthew Lysiak 


Community Board 10 

(Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights): 
Narrows Avenue from 68th-89th 
streets 

Colonial Road from 81st-92nd 
streets 

Wakeman Place from Colonial 
Road-Third Avenue 
Harbour View Terrace from 
80th-82nd streets 
Marine Avenue from 92nd 
Street-Ft. Hamilton Parkway 
71st Street from Shore Road-1 Oth 
Avenue 

10th Avenue from 77th-86th streets 
85th Street from Shore Road-1 4th 
Avenue 


Community Board 1 1 (Bensonhurst): 

West 13th Street from Avenue P-Highlawn Avenue 
Shore Parkway from 19th-21st avenues 
21st Avenue from 86th Street-Shore Parkway* 
21st Drive from Bay 25th Street-21 st Avenue* 
20th Lane from 21st Drive-20th Avenue 
Benson Avenue from 1 4th— Stillwell avenues* 
Rutherford Place from 1 7th— 1 8th avenues* 

Bay 29th Street from 86th Street-Cropsey Av- 
enue* 

Avenue O from Bay Parkway-65th Street 
24th Avenue from 65th Street-Avenue O 
West Third Street from 65th Street-24th Avenue 
West 11th Street from 71st Street-Avenue O 
Bath Avenue from 1 4th— Stillwell avenues* 
Avenue U from Stillwell-McDonald avenues 
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We lay the groundwork today, 
so he can surf the web tomorrow. 


NEW YORK KEEPS GROWING. More people. More housing. More businesses. That means more energy to run more 
computers, air conditioners and refrigerators. More energy to light more lights, charge more cell phones and power 
all the other necessities that energize our lives. Con Edison is growing too. We’re working to strengthen and expand our 
delivery system so the power is there whenever you want it. In fact, we’re investing $7.5 billion over the next five years 
in new substations, transformers, more than 11,000 miles of new cable and other improvements to provide safe, 
reliable service now and well into the future. Learn more about how we’re building for New York at www.conEd.com. 
And remember to call us at 1 -800-75-CONED or visit us online to report any problem with your service. 
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Health, Mind & Body 


Support mom during breastfeeding 


New York Methodist Hospital 

The American Academy of Pediatrics , 
World Health Organization and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser- 
;s all agree — breastfeeding is usually 


To help support mothers and their new- 
borns through the breastfeeding process, 
New York Methodist Hospital encourages 
partners to become educated on how they 
too can play a role in breastfeeding. Studies 
have shown that partner involvement con- 
tributes to increased breastfeeding rates. 

“It is very important for the well-being of 
both the mother and the baby if there is a sup- 
portive partner involved,” said Elaine 
Mitchell, RN, one of three certified lactation 
consultants at NYM. Partners who are inter- 
ested in learning about breastfeeding are invit- 
ed to attend the Hospital's prenatal breastfeed- 
ing classes which cover topics such as the 
benefits of breastfeeding, how to start out cor- 
rectly, how to avoid problems, how to help the 
baby latch on, how to tell if the baby is getting 
enough milk and how to make enough milk. 

“We have a large number of partners 
who attend the meetings with the mothers 
to better understand what she will be going 
through, physically and emotionally, during 


NY METHODIST 

the breastfeeding process,” said Mitchell. 

At the class, partners are taught ways in 
which they can bond with the baby and are 
invited to ask questions and participate in 
discussions. 

“Breastfeeding can be an overwhelming 
experience for a mother so if a partner is 
able to assist in any way possible, like plac- 
ing pillows on the chair, it helps the mother 
to feel relaxed and it decreases the chance 
of lactation difficulties,” she said. 

Aside from attending prenatal breastfeed- 
ing classes, NYM encourages partners to sit 
in on any individual breastfeeding consulta- 

The hospital also offers a number of 
videos on breastfeeding which are especial- 
ly useful for families of premature babies 
who are educated on breast milk storage, 
handling and pumping. 

For parents of babies in the neonatal inten- 
sive care unit (NICU), a specially trained lac- 
tation consultant is also available to provide 
continuing assistance and compassionate sup- 
port with breast pumping and breastfeeding. 


While ongoing partner support is impor- 
tant, NYM continues to provide assistance for 
mothers even after their babies have settled in 
at home. For mothers of newborn to three- 
month-old babies, NYM offers a support 
group providing nursing mothers the opportu- 
nity to discuss questions or concerns within a 
relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. The free 
group takes place on Tuesdays at 2:30 pm, at 
the hospital. 

Although the Hospital strongly promotes 
breastfeeding, nurses and doctors at NYM 
will assist in providing accurate formula 
feeding information and support for moth- 
ers who choose not to breastfeed their new- 
borns, for whatever reason. “For mothers 
who do not want or are unable to breast- 
feed, the Hospital offers the necessary re- 
sources to ensure the mother is able to make 
an informed decision,” said Susan Storey, 
RN, certified lactation consultant at NYM. 
“The best interests of the mother and baby 
are always in mind and heart,” she said. 

For more information on the breastfeed- 
ing program at NYM or to register for a 
prenatal breastfeeding class, please call 
(718) 780-5081. Information on the hospi- 
tal’s childbirth services can also be found by 
visiting www.nym.org. 




¥ 


Dads can play a big part in sucessful breastfeeding. 


New center for diagnostic cardiology 


Lutheran Medical Center 
held a dedication ceremony 
this week for its state-of-the-art 

The May Ellen and Gerald 
Ritter Diagnostic Cardiology 
Center. With heart related hos- 
pitalizations and death rates at 
alarming levels, the cardiac 
suite will allow Lutheran ex- 
perts to detect heart disease and 
to recommend life-saving treat- 
ment options for Brooklyn’s 
high risk patients. 

Recognizing the need for a 
new cath lab in Brooklyn, the 
initiative to bring the service to 
Lutheran Medical Center re- 
ceived broad support among 
community-based organizations 
and New York State and Brook- 
lyn elected officials. Among the 
area’s most passionate support- 
ers was the May Ellen and Ger- 
ald Ritter Foundation and their 
donation of $1 million. The 
foundation, led by Vincent Ro- 


LUTHERAN MEDICAL CTR 


vide funding for public charities 
in the Greater New York area as 
well as those out-of-state. 

“We are proud to support 
Lutheran Medical Center in 
their quest to provide first rate 
cardiac diagnostics to south- 
west Brooklyn communities,” 
said Vincent Rohan, president 
of the May Ellen and Gerald 
Ritter Foundation. 

‘With cardiac issues so preva- 
lent in our communities, it was an 
easy decision to support the con- 
struction of the cardiac suite at 
Lutheran. Even if only one life is 
saved, the cost is well worth it.” 

According to the 2006 N.Y.C. 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene’s community health pro- 
file, the heart disease death rate is 
higher in southwest Brooklyn 
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• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 
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WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 


• Sjlt 


• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 


• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 

• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


(Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst, and 
Dyker Heights) than anywhere 
else in the city. In Sunset Park, the 
heart disease hospitalization rate 
is slightly higher than in N.Y.C. 
overall. Cardiac catheterization 
services will significantly help to 
reduce these statistics. 

“Cardiac catheterization is a 
specialized diagnostic procedure 
used to evaluate the structure and 
function of the heart,” said 
Robert Zaloom, MB, Lutheran 
Medical Center cardiologist and 
director of the May Ellen and 
Gerald Ritter Diagnostic Cardi- 


ology Center. During catheteriza- 
tion, a thin flexible tube (cath- 
eter) is guided through blood 
vessels to the heart with little or 
no discomfort to the patient. 

“The procedure produces ex- 
tremely high quality images, or 
angiograms, of the heart and 
coronary arteries allowing cardi- 
ologists to clearly identify le- 
sions, blockages, clots and other 
life-threatening abnormalities,” 
he added. 

Additionally, Lutheran Med- 
ical Center coordinates cardio- 
vascular efforts closely with 
Lenox Hill Hospital, home to 
the Lenox Hill Heart and Vascu- 
lar Institute of New York - 
among the leading cardiovascu- 
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COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 
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EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 
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Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 
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between Carroll &C Garfield 


• Implant Restorations 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

789-5700 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) In-urance 

ap a™“ (718) 622-8020 h p « 


lar care programs in the nation. 
Both hospitals formed a partner- 
ship specifically to develop an 
integrated cardiovascular servic- 
es program located in Brooklyn. 

A Level I Trauma Center and 
Stroke Center, Lutheran Med- 
ical Center (LMC) has cared for 
Brooklyn communities since 
1883. As a full service 476-bed 
teaching hospital, LMC is the 
hub of Lutheran Healthcare, a 


network of primary, acute and 
long-term care centers in south- 
west Brooklyn. 

The LMC Surgical Weight 
Loss Institute is the only pro- 
gram in Brooklyn to be desig- 
nated as a Center of Excellence 
by the American Society for 
Bariatric Surgery. Learn more 
about LMC online at www. 
LutheranMedicalCenter.com. 
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Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 
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• Cosmetic Laminates 
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• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD | TEICHMAN, DDS 
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Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 
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Totally under local anesthesia. 
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Alan R. Kling, M.D. 
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Hospital leads 
fight against 
congestive 
heart failure 


More than five million Americans have congestive heart 
failure (CHF), which is the leading cause of hospitalization in 
this country. 

All too often, patients with CHF are unable to follow self-care 
regimens when they return home, necessitating visits to the 
emergency room when their illness becomes acute yet again. 
Now, the CHF Program at the Maimonides Cardiac Institute is 
setting a new standard of care for these chronically ill patients. 

CHF occurs when the heart muscle has been weakened and 
does not pump blood as well as it should to meet the needs of 
the body. 

This can cause fluid build-up in the lungs and elsewhere. 
Common causes of 
CHF include heart at- 
tack, high blood pres- 
sure, valvular disease 
and infection. 

The CHF Program at 
Maimonides was creat- 
ed to provide a new ap- 
proach to the treatment 
of CHF that focuses on 
keeping patients health- 
ier and out of the hospi- 
tal. 

“The good news is 
that with prompt and 
appropriate treatment, 
many CHF patients can 
lead healthier lives and 
avoid the pattern of 
constant visits to the 
emergency room,” said 
Dr. Norbert Moskovits, 

Director of the Conges- 
tive Heart Failure Pro- 
gram. “We’ve estab- 
lished a treatment 
protocol at Maimonides 
that has changed the 
lives of our patients — 
for the better.” 

The CHF team con- 

sists of a physician, nurse practitioners and registered nut 
gether, they assess a patient’s cardiac needs and create 
vidualized plan of care. The Program offers the latest in CHF 
treatment modalities, including current medical strategies, med- 
ications and advanced technologies, to help manage the disease. 
Each patient and caregiver is educated on how to manage CHF 
at home and prevent unnecessary hospitalizations. 

Dr. Moskovits believes that the key to the Program’s success is 
that care does not end when a patient is discharged. Nursing Team 
members follow-up regularly to ensure that patients are taking 
their medications and keeping their physician appointments. And 
patients get information on important topics such as medication 
management, special diets and fluid restrictions, and exercise dur- 
ing monthly support groups. 

“There are a number of effective medications, surgical pro- 
cedures and devices to assist the CHF patient’s heart, but we 
believe that conventional care is overly dependent on crisis 
intervention and emergency hospitalization,” said Dr. Gerald 
Hollander, Director of the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit. 

“We work with patients and their families to better manage 
CHF so that it does not become an emergency. Our goal is to see 
our patients return to a better quality of life.” 

Numerous independent outside organizations have evaluated 
cardiac services across the US, and have invariably cited the 
Maimonides Cardiac Institute and the Congestive Heart Failure 
Program for excellence. The accolades include: 

• Ranked No. 1 in New York State for Cardiology Services by 
HealthGrades 

• Ranked best in New York City for patient outcomes in Inter- 
ventional Cardiology by the NYS Department of Health 

• Awarded Excellence in Cardiac Services by HealthGrades 

• Ranked No. 1 in New York City for Interventional Cardiolo- 
gy by HealthGrades 

•Designated Best Congestive Heart Failure Program in 
Northeast by Money Magazine 

• Honor Roll of the Alliance for Quality Health Care and the 
Niagara Health Quality Coalition for Congestive Heart Failure 
and Interventional Cardiology 

• Five-Star rated by HealthGrades in treatment of Heart At- 
tacks, Congestive Heart Failure and Atrial Fibrillation 

To learn more about the Congestive Heart Failure Program, 
log-on to www. maimonidesmed.org/cardiac or call the Cardiac 
Institute at (800) 682-5558. 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


P TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 

Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


dudes dietary and lifestyle educa- 
tion, and caregiver support. At 
home, RNs follow-up regularly to 
ensure that they stay OUT of the 
hospital as much as possible. 
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• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

185 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE YOUR WORLD, 
FEEL BETTER! 

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a long time community activist and Social Therapist 
with 30 years experience. He works with people from all walks of life on issues 
of diversity, interracial relationships, anger, depression, career issues and more. 

INDIVIDUALS / COUPLES / GROUP THERAPY 
Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. 

104-106 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene • www.socialtherapygroup.com 

FREE CONSULTATION. CALL 718-797-3220 asmi 


Lillian Engelson LCSW, Psychotherapist 


(917) 972-7138 • Private Brooklyn Office 

Individuals, Couples & Groups • Extensive experience 
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MMC fights congestive heart failure 


Maimonides Medical Center 

More than five million Americans 
have congestive heart failure (CHF), 
which is the leading cause of hospitaliza- 
tion in this country. 

All too often, patients with CHF are un- 
able to follow self-care regimens when 
they return home, necessitating visits to the 
emergency room when their illness be- 
comes acute yet again. Now, the CHF Pro- 
gram at the Maimonides Cardiac Institute 
is setting a new standard of care for these 
chronically ill patients. 

CHF occurs when the heart muscle has 
been weakened and does not pump blood 
as well as it should to meet the needs of the 

This can cause fluid build-up in the 
lungs and elsewhere. Common causes of 
CHF include heart attack, high blood pres- 
sure, valvular disease and infection. 

The Maimonides CHF Program was 
created to provide a new approach to the 
treatment of CHF that focuses on keeping 
patients healthier and out of the hospital. 

“The good news is that with prompt and 
appropriate treatment, many CHF patients 
can lead healthier lives and avoid the pat- 
tern of constant visits to the emergency 
room,” said Dr. Norbert Moskovits, Direc- 
tor of the Congestive Heart Failure Pro- 
gram. “We’ve established a treatment pro- 


tocol at Maimonides that has changed the 
lives of our patients — for the better.” 

The CHF team consists of a physician, 
nurse practitioners and registered nurses. 
Together, they assess a patient’s cardiac 
needs and create an individualized plan of 
care. The Program offers the latest in CF1F 
treatment modahues, including current 
medical strategies, medications and ad- 
vanced technologies, to help manage the 
disease. Each patient and caregiver is edu- 
cated on how to manage CFIF at home and 
prevent unnecessary hospitalizations. 

Dr. Moskovits believes that the key to the 
Program’s success is that care does not end 
when a patient is discharged. Nursing Team 
members follow-up regularly to ensure that 
patients are taking their medications and 
keeping their physician appointments. And 
patients get information on important topics 
such as medication management, special di- 
ets and fluid restrictions, and exercise during 
monthly support groups. 

“There are a number of effective med- 
ications, surgical procedures and devices to 
assist the CHF patient’s heart, but we be- 
lieve that conventional care is overly de- 
pendent on crisis intervention and emer- 
gency hospitalization,” said Dr. Gerald 
Hollander, Director of the Cardiac Inten- 
sive Care Unit. “We work with patients 
and their families to better manage CFIF so 


that it does not become an emergency. Our 
goal is to see our patients return to a better 
quality of life.” 

Numerous independent outside organi- 
zations have evaluated cardiac services 
across the US, and have invariably cited 
the Maimonides Cardiac Institute and the 
Congestive Heart Failure Program for ex- 
cellence. The accolades include: 

• Ranked No. 1 in New York State for 
Cardiology Services by HealthGrades 

• Ranked best in New York City for pa- 
tient outcomes in Interventional Cardiolo- 
gy by the NYS Department of Health 

• Awarded Excellence in Cardiac Ser- 
vices by HealthGrades 

• Ranked No. 1 in New York City for In- 
terventional Cardiology by HealthGrades 

•Designated Best Congestive Heart 
Failure Program in Northeast by Money 
Magazine 

• Honor Roll of the Alliance for Quality 
Health Care and the Niagara Health Quali- 
ty Coalition for Congestive Heart Failure 
and Interventional Cardiology 

•Five-Star rated by HealthGrades in 
treatment of Heart Attacks, Congestive 
Heart Failure and Atrial Fibrillation 

To learn more about the Congestive 
Heart Failure Program, log-on to www. 
maimonidesmed.org/cardiac or call the 
Cardiac Institute at (800) 682-5558. 



Nursing care makes the difference in the Congestive Heart Failure 
Program at Maimonides Medical Center. In-hospital care includes 
dietary and lifestyle education and support for caregivers. When 
patients are home, specially trained RNs follow-up regularly to en- 
sure that they stay out of the hospital as much as possible. 


LMC dedicates diagnostic cardiology ctr 


Lutheran Medical Center 

Lutheran Medical Center 
held a dedication ceremony 
this week for its state-of-the-art 


The May Ellen and Gerald 
Ritter Diagnostic Cardiology 
Center. With heart related hos- 
pitalizations and death rates at 
alarming levels, the cardiac 
suite will allow Lutheran ex- 
perts to detect heart disease and 
to recommend life-saving treat- 
ment options for Brooklyn’s 
high risk patients. 

Recognizing the need for a 
new cath lab in Brooklyn, the 
initiative to bring the service to 
Lutheran Medical Center re- 


ceived broad support among 
community-based orgamzauons 
and New York State and Brook- 
lyn elected officials. Among the 
area’s most passionate support- 
ers was the May Ellen and Ger- 
ald Ritter Foundation and their 
donation of $1 million. The 
foundation, led by Vincent Ro- 
han, is a private non-operating 
foundation established to pro- 
vide funding for public charities 
in the Greater New York area as 
well as those out-of-state. 

“We are proud to support 
Lutheran Medical Center in 
their quest to provide first rate 
cardiac diagnostics to south- 
west Brooklyn communities,” 
said Vincent Rohan, president 


of the May Ellen and Gerald 
Ritter Foundation. 

“With cardiac issues so 
prevalent in our communities, it 
was an easy decision to support 
the construction of the cardiac 
suite at Lutheran. Even if only 
one life is saved, the cost is well 
worth it.” 

According to the 2006 N.Y.C. 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene’s community health pro- 
file, the heart disease death rate is 
higher in southwest Brooklyn 
(Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst, and 
Dyker Heights) than anywhere 
else in the city. In Sunset Park, the 
heart disease hospitalization rate 
is slightly higher than in N.Y.C. 
overall. Cardiac catheterization 


services will significantly help to 
reduce these statistics. 

“Cardiac catheterization is a 
specialized diagnostic proce- 
dure used to evaluate the struc- 
ture and function of the heart,” 
said Robert Zaloom, M.D., 
Lutheran Medical Center cardi- 
ologist and director of the May 
Ellen and Gerald Ritter Diag- 
nostic Cardiology Center. Dur- 
ing catheterization, a thin flexi- 
ble tube (catheter) is guided 
through blood vessels to the 
heart with little or no discom- 
fort to the patient. 

“The procedure produces ex- 
tremely high quality images, or 
angiograms, of the heart and 
coronary arteries allowing cardi- 


ologists to clearly identify le- 
sions, blockages, clots and other 
life-threatening abnormalities,” 
he added. 

Additionally, Lutheran Med- 
ical Center coordinates cardio- 
vascular efforts closely with 
Lenox Hill Hospital, home to 
the Lenox Hill Heart and Vascu- 
lar Institute of New York - 
among the leading cardiovascu- 
lar care programs in the nation. 
Both hospitals formed a partner- 
ship specifically to develop an 
integrated cardiovascular servic- 
es program located in Brooklyn. 

A Level I Trauma Center and 
Stroke Center, Lutheran Med- 
ical Center (LMC) has cared for 
Brooklyn communities since 


1883. As a full service 476-bed 
teaching hospital, LMC is the 
hub of Lutheran Healthcare, a 
network of primary, acute and 
long-term care centers in south- 
west Brooklyn. 

The LMC Surgical Weight 
Loss Institute is the only pro- 
gram in Brooklyn to be desig- 
nated as a Center of Excellence 
by the American Society for 
Bariatric Surgery while also 
holding a Level 1 Accreditation 
from the American College of 
Surgeons. Learn more about 
LMC and its commitment to pa- 
tient care excellence, communi- 
ty service, health education and 
research online at www.Luther- 
anMedicalCenter.com. 


Fidelis Care events 
highlight push to 
cover uninsured 
throughout NYC 

Fidelis Care 

Fidelis Care is supporting the national Cover the Uninsured 
Week initiative, April 23-29, and plans to blanket New York 
City’s five boroughs with representatives at more than 50 

The Fidelis staffers will reach out to the 1 .7 million chil- 
dren and adults in the city who are living each day without 
any form of health insurance. 

Recently, Governor Elliot Spitzer addressed the importance 
of healthcare coverage for children and families in New York 
State. 

“More than 3.1 million New Yorkers who lack health in- 
surance will receive much needed attention here in New York 
and across the country with the designation of Cover the 
Uninsured Week,” Gov. Spitzer said. “We should seize this 
opportunity to work on providing these New Yorkers ... ac- 
cess to affordable, high quality medical care.” 

With a mission to serve the uninsured in medically under- 
served in New York State, Fidelis Care provides local resi- 
dents with greater access to quality healthcare during Cover 
the Uninsured Week, the following week and until everyone 
in the state has the affordable, quality healthcare coverage 
they need and deserve. 

Fidelis Care representatives will be at Brooklyn locations 
at the following times: 

Friday, April 27, 1 2:30 to 5 pm: Coney Island Child Care 
Center, 2753 West 33rd Street and Neptune Avenue. 

Monday, April 30, 10:30 am to 3 pm: Janlian Medical 
Center, Lobby, 1508 Avenue U. 

Tuesday, May 1 , and Thursday, May 3, 10 am to 5:30 
pm: Fidelis Care Office, 5704 8th Ave. 

Wednesday, May 2, 10:30 am to 4 pm: Janlian Medical 
Center, Lobby, 833 5th St. 

Friday, May 4, 1 0 am to 4 pm: Chang’s Family Medical 
Center, 5303 8th Ave. 

Saturday, May 5, 10:30 am to 4 pm: Seventh Avenue 
Medical Center, 5517 7th Ave. 

Fidelis Care serves more than 260,000 people in 36 counties 
across New York State. Through the Child Health Plus, Family 
Health Plus, and Medicaid programs, Fidelis Care members are 
covered for regular checkups, preventive care, hospital and 
emergency care, prescription drugs, immunizations, eye exams, 
dental care, and more. 

Fidelis Care also offers a Medicare Advantage program to 
New Yorkers in 22 counties including the 5 boroughs of New 
York and Long Island. Fidelis Care members have access to a 
provider network exceeding 29,000 healthcare professionals 
statewide. Regional offices are located in Rego Park (Queens), 
Albany, Syracuse and Buffalo. 

For more information about Fidelis Care, call toll free: 888- 
FIDEUS (888-343-3547) 
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An artist's rendering of the proposed performing arts library. 


Kiss their glass! Library still in trouble 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn Public Library officials 
reportedly said this week that their 
efforts to raise money for an iconic, 
$135-million glass-walled perform- 
ing arts branch have failed — and 
that the project can’t go forward at 
this point. 

Crain’s New York Business report- 
ed that a “library insider” made it 
clear that “the project will be saved 
only if a partner comes along to fi- 
nance the building.” 


Readers of The Brooklyn Paper are 
well aware of the library’s ongoing 
inability to get donors jazzed up over 
the Enrique Norten-designed Visual 
and Performing Arts Library, a bow- 
shaped structure that would be built 
on a city-owned triangle bounded by 
Flatbush Avenue, St. Felix Street and 
Lafayette Avenue. 

But this is the first time that the li- 
brary has publicly stated that the proj- 
ect cannot be done without a private 
partner. 

“We don’t have the funding right 
now and are looking [to other organi- 


zations],” said library spokeswoman 
Stefanie Arck. 

The arts library is a main feature 
of the city’s plan to surround the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music with a 
Lincoln Center-style campus that in- 
cludes new housing and cultural in- 
stitutions. 

Arck said that the BPL would 
consider sharing the Fort Greene lot 
with a partner. 

“We are open to considering all 
kinds of partnerships at this point,” 
she said. 

Last year, The Brooklyn Paper re- 


ported that library trustees ap- 
proached developer Bruce Ratner, a 
longtime BAM trustee, about fund- 
ing the facility, which would be lo- 
cated just a few blocks from his $4- 
billion Atlantic Yards mega-project. 

But those talks apparently went 
nowhere. 

When the library design was un- 
veiled in 2002, officials predicted 
the building would cost $75 million 
and open in 2005. Last year, the 
price tag ballooned to $135 million, 
and groundbreaking was pushed 
back to 2009. 


The call for partners has again put 
that groundbreaking on hold — but 
Arck emphasized that the library has 
not “scrapped” the project. 

Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) remains a critic of the 
project, no matter who is funding it. 

“There are many existing libraries 
that need air-conditioning, computers, 
more books and more staff to keep 
them open seven days a week,” James 
said. “Until resources are given to 
make those improvements, we should 
not build a new library that will only 
serve the needs of a few.” 


BALL 

Continued from page 1 
ing an arena for the Brooklyn- 
bound New Jersey Nets by 
Opening Day in the fall of 2009. 

Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn spokesman Daniel 
Goldstein said Ratner ’s decision 
to move ahead with the demoli- 



Councilwoman Tish James at 
Monday's rally. 


tions was “deeply troubling.” 

“It has yet to be shown that 
[Ratner’s] Atlantic Yards project 
passes legal muster,” said Gold- 
stein, whose group is one of 26 
plaintiffs in a case that charges 
the state’s environmental review 
of the project was incomplete, 
and must be redone. 

“The demolitions are an af- 
front to the community the de- 
veloper purports to benefit,” 
Goldstein added. 

Councilwoman James and 
others are convening a commu- 
nity planning session this Satur- 
day at the Hanson Place United 
Methodist Church to devise a 
new alternative to Atlantic Yards. 

Such a “charette” session in 
2004 created an alternative to 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards, but that 
so-called “Unity” plan was reject- 
ed by state officials in what critics 
say was a rigged process that 
greased the wheels for Ratner. 

‘ We’ll have to live with this de- 
velopment for years to come, so it 
should reflect our values, not the 
values of a developer with Mends 
in high places,” James said. 

A Ratner spokesman, Loren 
Riegelhaupt, responded to an e- 
mail request for comment from 
The Brooklyn Paper. His re- 
sponse? “We have no comment 
on the lawsuit or the demoli- 
tion,” Riegelhaupt wrote. 


Continued from page 1 
will follow in four years.” So 
start spreading the news: The 
end is near! (Just don’t spread it 
with a cellphone.) 

“Something is happening to 
the number of bee hives in New 
York — and studies have shown 
that bees get disoriented from 
cellphones,” said Timothy Mc- 
Cabe, the curator of Entomology 
at the New York State Museum. 

A study found that bees re- 
fuse to return to their hives 
when mobile phones are placed 
nearby, though its unclear what 
happens when the phone or the 
tower is a bit further away, said 
McCabe. 

“The study shows that if you 
put the phone very close to the 
hive it affects their ability to com- 
municate,” McCabe said. “But 
the effect on the bees still needs 
further study in terms of greater 
distances from the cellphones.” 

Graves, whose rooftop bees 
are especially vulnerable due to 
their high location and close 
proximity to cell phone towers, 
believes the theory may be 
more than just buzz 

“Bees are very sensitive with 
their direction, if you move a 
hive just three feet away, the 
bees get confused and hover in 
the spot where the hive used to 
be for hours,” Graves said. “I 
believe that these towers are 
messing up my bees.” 

Today, there are approxi- 
mately 10.5 million wireless 
phone subscribers in New York 
City, and thousands of cell- 
phone antennae throughout the 
boroughs, although there has 
been no way of accurately 
measuring the amount of radia- 
tion or the effect, if any, it is 
having on the bees ability to 
bumble. 

In March, 2005, the City 
Council, citing health concerns, 
required the city to maintain a 
list of the locations of cellular 
phone antennae. 

But it may not be so easy to 
save the bees. Even the bee- 
keeper admitted that he’s part of 
the problem. 

“I do have a cellphone,” 
Graves admitted. “But I feel so 
guilty every time I use it that I 
may just get rid of it.” 
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Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that’s easy to 
understand with charges you’d expect. 


Good day. Please allow me to introduce myself. 


I am Sir Charge, 

Verizon’s best-kept secret. 

I pop up unexpectedly... 

...d over your Verizon home phone bill. They do manage to 
keep this old scoundrel busy in the most inexplicable manner, 
but one thing is clear: Sir Charge and your money make a 
splendid royal couple. 


Stop supporting this guy. 




Call 1.800.0KCable anytime. 

Yes. Even before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. Weekends? No problem. 
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2007 PROMOTIONAL SCHEDULE 




6/19 Schedule Magnet A presented by Pay-O-Matic OPENING DAY! 

6/21 Home Plate Stone 8 presented by KeySpan 

6/23 Piggy Bank c presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
6/24 1957 Night - Joe Pignatano & Danny McDevitt Appearance 

6/25 Tailgate Chair 8 presented by Lutheran Medical Center - Faith Night 
6/26 Jersey Backpack 8 presented by Dime Savings Bank - Pay Your Weight Night 
6/27 Schedule Pen 8 presented by SUNY Downstate Medical Center - Lucky Hot Dog Night 

7/5 Latino Heritage Night presented by Maimonides Medical Center - Appearance by Reggy 

7/7 Souvenir Baseball 8 

7/8 Ralph Branca Appearance - Game presented by HBO 

7/9 Green T-Shirt D and Irish Heritage Night presented by Budweiser and WFAN 

7/17 Baseball Cap 8 presented by Long Island University - Appearance by The ZOOperstars 

7/18 Scrubs 8 presented by Maimonides Medical Center 
7/19 Thunderstix 8 presented by Nutrament - Brooklyn's Got Talent 
7/20 Fireworks - FDNY Night - Game presented by Parenting Magazine 
7/21 Classic Car Show 

7/22 Don Newcombe Bobblehead 8 and Appearance - Autism Awareness Night 
7/27 Fireworks 

7/29 28" Wooden Bat c - Jewish Heritage Night 

8/5 Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz Bobblehead B 

8/6 Camp Day - 12 noon First Pitch 

8/10 Fireworks - Principal Financial Group Family Fun Fest 
8/11 Comic Coloring Book c - Super Hero Night 
8/12 Ebbets Field Model D - Photo Day - Soccer Night 
8/16 Willie Randolph Bobblehead 8 presented by Atlantis Health Plan 
8/17 T-Shirt 8 and EMS Night presented by Midwood Ambulance - Fireworks - Appearance by Rally 

8/20 Lee Mazzilli Bobblehead 8 and Italian Heritage Night 

Presented by Ridgewood Savings Bank and SportsNet New York 

8/22 Beer Glass D presented by Miller Brewing Company - Military Night 
8/23 Bark in the Park - Medieval Times Night 
8/24 Fireworks - Biker Night 

8/28 Replica Jersey 8 presented by Gargiulo's Restaurant - Pay Your Weight Night II 

9/1 Fleece Blanket c 

9/3 Garage Sale Giveaway 8 presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
9/5 Breast Cancer Awareness Night 

9/7 Brooklyn Bridge Bobblehead 8 presented by KeySpan - Fireworks - Appearance by BirdZerk! 

A - First 7,500 into the ballpark. B - First 2,500 into the ballpark. C - First 1,250 kids into the ball park. D - First 2,000 adults (21 and over) into the ball park. 

Promotional items and dates are subject to change. 



tickets 

ONLY 
$ 6-$14 ! 



April 29 th at KEYSim, 


V Meet Johnny Podres - FREE AUTOGRAPHS 
/ Take Ratting Practice on the field* 




Get a FREE combo Meal* 

'/ Music, Clowns, Giveaways & more!!! 

(* First 200 to purchase tickets in person) 



brooklvncyclones.com 

718.507.TIXX 
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Navigating the vast array of 
health care services and resources V 
can be confusing. Selfhelp has the 1 
experience and knowledge to make " 
sense of it all for you and your loved j, 
ones. ..relieving you of the worry. 

Benefits: 

• 24/7 Care Management 

• In-Home Assessments 

• Benefits & Entitlements Advocacy 

• Customized Care Plan 

• Crisis Intervention 



Fashion thievinistas find 
a Gap in store’s security 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A popular Fifth Avenue cloth- 


ing stc 


as loot- 


ed by thieves who pulled off i 
bold high-noon heist on April 1 1 . 

A 23-year-old employee said 
he’d noticed the shirts and 
sweaters in the store’s window 
display table when he opened 
the store at 9:30 am only to 
check back shortly after noon 
that day to discover the table 
had been cleaned bare. 

The perps made off with 20 
shirts and 25 slit neck sweaters, 
worth a total of $1 ,800. 

Unfortunately, police said 
employees at the store, which is 
near 86th Street, didn’t notice 
the missing merchandise quick- 
ly enough to give them a good 
shot at finding the fashion 
thievinstas. 

Backstabber 

A 17-year-old woman had 
her purse and cash stolen at 
knifepoint by a thug who 
sneaked up from behind her on 
April 16. 

The assault came at 11:20 
pm as the young woman was 
enjoying a walk near Fourth 


Avenue and 74th Street. After 
the victim felt the knife, she 
quickly let the perp have her 
purse, which held $20. 

She didn’t get a good look at 
the armed bandit, cops said. 

Missing cycle 

A woman’s motorcycle was 
stolen on April 16. 

The 33-year-old victim had 
parked her 2005 Honda near 
Fort Hamilton Parkway at 
around 2:30 pm. When she re- 
turned an hour later, the bike, 
valued at $9,071 , was gone. 

Club crawler 

A man entered a nightclub 
by making his own entrance on 
April 17. 

The 42-year-old owner 
locked up the Third Avenue 
club, which is near 71st Street, 
but returned at 6 am to find the 
lock on the sidewalk cellar door 

It appears that the thief, af- 
ter getting past the first barrier, 
had kicked through the cellar’s 
sheetrock wall to create a hole 
through which he crawled. 

Police said he ransacked the 
office before making off with 
$1,000, a $1,100 flat-screen 
television, and 375 compact 



the crook stole the tape from 
the camera, too. 

Salon nailed 

An 82nd Street nail salon 
was broken into and robbed on 
April 18. 

The 34-year-old owner told 
cops that she had locked up the 
salon, which is at Third Avenue, 
but when she returned at 9:30 


A Banker who Satisfies 



The Park Avenue Bank Makes It Happen. 

At The Park Avenue Bank, we put the “pedal to the 
metal” for every customer, every day. 


Just ask Paul Caruso, Jr. of Auto-Dent Collision, Inc., who owns this 
full-service, auto body repair shop with his dad, Paul Sr. With a 50-year 
tradition of providing superior service to the Boro Park community, 
the family behind Auto-Dent Collision knows what it takes to keep 
customers satisfied: that's why they bank at The Park Avenue Bank. 

Impressed with the personal service he receives from his branch 
team - and the free online banking that Paul considers “the best” 
he's used - this busy entrepreneur knows he can take care of all his 
banking needs quickly and easily, so he can do what he does best: 
take care of his customers. 

Maybe that’s why more and more businesses are relying on 
the service-driven approach and leading-edge technology of 
The Park Avenue Bank - and why you should too. 


‘At The Park Avenue Bank, 

I get the best in old fashioned 
service - and the latest in 
banking technology 


Paul Caruso, Jr., Co-owner 

Auto -Dent Collision 

3511 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Brooklyn 



THE 

PARK AVENUE 

BANK 


Boro Park Branch: 

4419 13th Avenue (on the corner of 45th Street) 
Brooklyn, New York 11219 
Phone 718.431.0006 Fax 718.431.0367 
www.parkavenuebank.com 




the next morning, she discov- 
ered that someone had crawled 
through her back window to re- 
move $900 and a high-defini- 
tion television, valued at 
$2,500. 

The police are interviewing 
the neighbors. 


62nd Precinct 


AM break-in 

A man returned to his 78th 
Street apartment on April 23 to 
find his bedroom window open 
and his cash missing. 

The break-in occurred at 
around 9:30 am, when the 
thieves slipped through a back 
window and stole more than 
$3,000, police said. The perps 
fled the apartment, which is 
near 16th Avenue, before the 
man returned. 

Unfortunately, no one got a 
good look at the criminals. 

Bath burg 

Thieves squeezed through 
the bedroom window at a Bath 
Avenue apartment on April 20 
to steal thousands of dollars in 
electronics, police said. 

The 30-year-old resident of 
the apartment, which is near 
Bay 20th Street, came home at 
around 4 pm to discover the 
robbery. He lost $3,800 in elec- 
tronics and jewelry, he told 

Culinary creeps 

Sure, the thieves stole jewel- 
ry — but they also got her 
cookbooks! 

The recipes were so prized 
by the resident of 80th Street 
that she made sure to tell cops 
about their theft from her apart- 
ment on April 14. 

The thieves also got away 
with gold baubles in the 7:30 
am heist of the apartment, 
which is near Bay Parkway. 

Singing blues 

A middle-aged man watched 
in horror as his 2007 blue Suzu- 
ki motorcycle was loaded onto 
a white van and stolen. 

The brand-new bike, valued 
at $10,000, was lifted — quite 
literally — on April 20. The 
chopper had been parked on 
85th Street, near 21st Avenue, 
when an unidentified white van 
pulled up, and a couple of 
thieves loaded it into the van, 


police said. 

The perps fled down 85th 
Street. Cops are looking for the 
bike, which has the New York 
license plate 83FT02. 

Gym swipes 

Two 86th Street gyms are 
competing for the title of Ben- 
sonhurst’s most theft-prone 
gym, which is currently being 
held by a Shore Parkway work- 
out space well known to the 
readers of this page. 

On April 16, a member of a 
24th Avenue gym placed his 
jacket, which contained his 
wallet, inside a locker — but 
forgot to lock it. He returned at 
around 10 pm, and found his 
property missing, police said. 

On April 23, a member of a 
gym near 19th Avenue had his 
locker broken into at around 6 
pm. The thieves took his 
clothes, plus credit and debit 
cards, police said. 

In both thefts, there were no 


Bandit nabbed 

A woman had her pocket- 
book swiped on April 23, only 
to have it returned by police af- 
ter they caught the thug. 

The woman was on 19th Av- 
enue and 83rd Street, at around 
6:30 am, when a perp came 
from behind and snatched her 
purse, police said. Later, police 
caught their suspect, a 19-year- 
old, with the accessory on Ben- 
son Avenue. 

It’s unclear what was in the 
bag, but the thug is facing a 
charge of grand larceny, which 
kicks in whenever more than 
$999 is stolen. 

Purse stolen 

A woman walking on 71st 
Street and 19th Avenue had her 
purse snatched, but later got it 
back, albeit with the money 
missing. 

The April 12 theft occurred 
at 2 pm, when a man took the 
purse and fled down 19th Av- 

The victim later found the 
handbag, with $400 missing; 
everything else was still there, 
police said. 

Cops say they are looking 
for a 6-foot black man, who 
was last seen wearing a black 
sweatshirt and blue jeans. 
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Continued from page 3 

sale went through,” Goria tried again. Before he could finish his 
next sentence, Rasinya leapt out of his chair, and with one clean 
swipe, grabbed the microphone out of the historian’s hand. 

A stunned Goria paused for a moment before exiting stage left, 
much to the approval of the cheering audience. 

Goria, who has taught International Relations for 18-years at 
NYU, later said he was hoping to deliver the message that the sale 
of the Green Church was “a corporate ruse” and church elders are 
money-hungry. He also wanted to say that the government should 
seize the church building and preserve it — but he never got the 
chance. Rasinya had delivered his own brand of justice. 

One CB10 member said Goria was censored because he commit- 
ted a violation of the public comment rules. 

“You can’t just stand up there and say this or that about some- 
one’s religion,” the member said. “This isn’t anarchy, and when he 
attacks a religion, it is the chairman’s responsibility to maintain or- 
der, which is what Dean did.” 

Goria said he wasn’t trying to insult anyone’s religion, and that 
he should have had the right to speak about what he feels is a rob- 
bery of historic proportions. 

“It was public comment session and my right of free speech was 
taken away,” said Goria. “Now I know how Martin Luther felt.” 

Men like Goria don’t show up at every meeting, but if you thought 
community boards were all about rezoning lectures, or 30-minute de- 
bates on whether or not to put a traffic light on 86th Street, you’re go- 
ing to miss out on some great action (and marble cake and coffee, too). 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pal Fran Garber is at it again. The doyenne behind Bay 
Ridge’s Regina Opera Company begged us to “tell the world” 
that she’s looking for an actor to fill a “non-singing, non-speaking” 
role in her upcoming production of Puccini’s “Tosca.” Remember, 
would-be thespians, there are no small roles, even if there are small 
opera companies. Garber asked actors to email her at 
reginaopera@yahoo.com. . . . The Najjar family was well known in 
Tripoli as being the premier bakers of baklava. Now the clan is trying 
to live the American dream in Bay Ridge at Sweet Treats, their ap- 
propriately named shop on Fifth Avenue at 68th Street. . . . Vampires 
in Bay Ridge? Aspiring screen writer Anthony Capialbi secs dead 
people, and they gather in Owl’s Head Park. Check out his short film, 
“Destiny’s Child (Devil Witch Vampire),” for free on YouTube. It’s 
set in Bay Ridge! . . . Don’t look now, but state Sen. Marty Gold- 
en (R-Bay Ridge) is keeping an open (and green) mind to the may- 
or’s environmental plan. “Pollution and congestion are major issues 
that effect quality of life . . . and that they do need to be addressed to a 
degree,” he said through an aide. . . . Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) applauded the Supreme Court’s ruling last week against a barely 
used abortion method. He added that he would oppose any effort by 
Congress to restore a woman’s ability to choose such a procedure in 
consultation with her doctor. E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper. com 
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Making his ‘Mark’ 

Morris takes Manhattan , makes debut at Metropolitan Opera 




By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Paper 
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I ark Morris might be the best-known 
dancer in Brooklyn — his name is 
always in lights on the Lafayette Av- 
e building that houses his eponymous 
dance troupe — but when discussing his lat- 
est project, even this seasoned choreographer 
and director seems slightly nervous. 

“What a giant organization the Met is!” the 
50-year-old founder 
of the Mark Morris 
Dance Group 
claimed in an exclu- 
sive interview with 
GO Brooklyn. “That’s 
the biggest pressure: 
it’s so gigantic that 
they even have a de- 
partment of depart- 

Morris was taking 

a rare day off from working on the premiere 
of his new staging of Christoph Wilibald 
Gluck’s Baroque opera, “Orfeo ed Eury- 
dice,” opening on May 2 at the Metropolitan 
Opera. Morris’s production, his Met debut, 
marks the first time in 50 years that a chore- 
ographer has directed a production at the 
famed opera house. 

“Seriously, it’s sometimes hard to know 
what’s going on all the time,” he said. 
“We’re rehearsing in the third sub-basement 
of the Opera House, so there could be a nu- 
clear event outside and you would never 
know that it happened.” 

But in a good way. 

“[The Met] is really an amazing sort of 
opera factory. I’m used to craziness when I’m 
staging and choreographing, but working at 
the Met really takes it to another level.” 
Morris’s debut as both director and chore- 
ographer has been in the planning stages for 
a number of seasons, and has overcome dif- 
ficulties that included last year’s death of 
one of its stars, mezzo-soprano Lorraine 
Hunt Lieberson. 

“I was asked by [Met artistic director 
and conductor] Jimmy Levine a couple of 
years ago to stage this opera,” Morris said, 
“and originally it was me, Jimmy and Lor- 
raine working together. Then a lot of things 
changed with Lorraine’s death. After we 
lost her, [countertenor] David Daniels re- 
placed her as Orfeo, and luckily for me the 
notions that I had for that character didn’t 
change at all.” 

Gluck’s opera — which Morris has 
staged in different versions, first in 1988 
and again in 1996 — is a retelling of the 
Greek myth of Orpheus, who journeys to 
the underworld to reclaim his beloved wife, 
Eurydice, after her death. There is, howev- 
er, one condition: he must not look back at 


her until they have returned to earth or he 
will lose her again — this time forever. 
“Orfeo” is filled with some of Gluck’s 
greatest music, including several wonderful 
dance interludes. 


Choreographer Mark Morris (left) is staging Christoph Wilibald Gluck's Baroque opera, "Or- 
feo ed Eurydice" (above) at the Metropolitan Opera. 


As excited as Morris is to be at the helm, 
the Met is just as happy to have him. 

“Mark’s debut at the Met is notable in 
many ways,” Met General Manager Peter 
Gelb told GO Brooklyn. “It’s the first time a 
choreographer has directed an opera in more 
than 50 years — but to label Mark Morris a 
‘choreographer’ is to not fully understand 
the range of Mark as an artist or his ap- 
proach to his work.” 

Living up to such high expectations, how- 
ever, can be exhausting. 

“This is my last production of a very 
busy, very tiring year, and I’ve tried to make 
it lively and interesting so that it’s not diffi- 
cult to work on and perform it,” Morris said. 

“At least it’s quite short — I think it’s one 
of the few operas that’s the right length,” 
Morris added about the 90-minute show. 
“Also, I’ve tried to stage it very simply and, 
I hope, beautifully. It’s a gorgeous story with 
gorgeous music for the solo singers, the cho- 
rus of 100 and the dancers.” 

Morris will be in his element with the 
dancers since “there’s a great deal of dancing 


in the piece. I have 22 dancers, and they play 
everybody in the work aside from the three 
leads: they dance in the divertissements, they 
dance in the many choruses, and they’re doing 
the same thing as the chorus throughout the 
opera. The dancers are both the friends [of Or- 
feo and Euridice] and the Furies.” 

Although his collaborators, set designer 
Allen Moyer and costume designer Isaac 
Mizrahi, are also making their Met debuts, 
Morris has had long professional relation- 
ships with both men. 

Mizrahi, despite his own celebrity, has no 
problem following Morris’s lead. “I think we 
collaborate well because I know that, in the 
end, it’s Mark’s show and the costumes are 
only there to serve his vision,” he told GO 
Brooklyn. “I have tons of input, but when 
Mark says something, it’s got to be the last 

And he isn’t just following orders because 
he’s scared of his old friend. “What inspires 
me about Mark’s work is his unerring sense 
of music. More than a choreographer, I think 
he’s the best musician I know.” 
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Get fierce 

It’s a big name for a not-so-big cause. 

Funky folkster Toshi Reagon will headline a ben- 
efit for die queer youth organization Fabulous Inde- 
pendent Educated Radicals for Community Em- 
powerment (FIERCE!) on May 4 at Southpaw. 

Reagon, a Crown Heights resident, learned about 
merging activism and music from growing up sur- 
rounded by the groovy 
gospel of her mother’s 
celebrated a cappella en- 
semble, Sweet Honey in 
the Rock. But Reagon 
added in influences of 
her own — including 
Stevie Wonder, Prince 
and even Kiss — since 
she dropped out of col- 
lege to open for Lenny Kravitz on his first world tour. 

Reagon might have a polished pop resume, but 
she’s no stranger to a fight, having lent her voice to 
causes as diverse as Develop Don’t Destroy Brook- 
lyn and Women’s Health Care in New Orleans. 

Toshi Reagon will perform at Southpaw (125 Fifth 
Ave., at Sterling Place in Park Slope) at 8 pm on 
May 4. Tickets are $20. For information, call (718) 
230-0236 or visit www.toshireagon.com. 

— Christopher Murray 



DINING 


LaPrimavera 

For five months each year, the Red Hook ball fields 
are as unwelcoming as the Dakota badlands. But in 
late April, they awaken with the sights of soccer and 
baseball — and the smells of Central American food. 

Though the “futbol” legends of Liga Mexico and 
Liga Guatemala show- 
case some real talent 
and aerial dramatics, the 
premiere attraction is 
the vendors. 

Lining the fields are 
stands serving Guate- 
malan tamales, Salvado- = 

ran pupusas and more . It i 

is all delicious and fantas- 
tically cheap — for $5, you can stuff yourself silly. 

Across the street is the Red Hook Recreational Cen- 
ter, with its mammoth swimming pool open from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. Be sure to bring a pad- 
lock and a real bathing suit (no cutoffs!), as the Stazi- 
like guards will send you away if you don’t have them. 

The Red Hook Recreation Center (155 Bay St., be- 
tween Henry and Clinton streets in Red Hook) is open 
Monday through Friday from 8 am-10 pm and on Sat- 
urday from 8am-5 pm. The ballfields and vendors are 
directly across the street. — John O'Connor 



Different icon 

Despite what it might sound like, “Postmillennial 
Black Madonna” is not the latest incarnation of a cer- 
tain pop star. It’s a two-part exhibition, co-curated by 
Danny Simmons, featuring 23 artists exploring issues 
of race and religion as they apply to the themes of 
both ‘Paradise” and “Inferno.” 

The former theme’s exhibit 
looks beyond the classic definition 
of the Madonna into how women 
of color have influenced religion 
throughout the ages. 

“The idea is that were not just 
focusing on Christianity,” Kimberli 
Gant, MoCADA’s Director of Edu- 
cation, told GO Brooklyn. “But that 
there is a dark, strong female god- 
dess in many religions.” 

The second part of the show, “Inferno,” is currently 
up at the Skylight Gallery in Bedfoid-Stuyvesant. 

Why two parts? After all, Simmons has his own 
gallery. Gant explained the mystery: “The exhibi- 
tion, like the Madonna, has a dual personality.” 
“Postmillennial Black Madonna " will be at Mo- 
CADA (80 Hanson PI., at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene) through May 13 and at Skylight 
Gallery (1368 Fulton St., at Brooklyn Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant) through May 5. For informa- 
tion, visit www.postbme.com. — Adam Rathe 
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THE "FIXE” IS IN AT TEMPO! 

The Great Neighborhood Restaurant Just Got Better!!! 
BEGINNING TUESDAY, MAY 1... 

COMPLETE THREE COURSE DINNER-FULL MENU SELECTION 
$25 per person SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 
$35 per person FRIDAY and SATURDAY 

250 Bottle Wine Selection-21 Wines By The Glass-Full Bar 



RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 ■ www.tempobrooklyn.com 


LUNCH MON-FRI • DINNER 7 DAYS 

Catering and Party Packages 


Sunday Dinner Starts at 1pm 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 


Fresh food 
cooked to order 

Ui 



r p. ■ . 2 ^ 8727 -4th Avenue 

[ XlQTrO^S ] corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 



GRUB + SPIRITS + GAMES 


$10 Brui 
•>;1 3 6 Smi 


Supper 5pm - 3am 
Cocktails 12pm - 4am 
Brunch Saturday & Sunday 

8801 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 
718 . 492 . 5095 
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BROOKLYN WINE co. 


FELIZ FELIZ 

RED WHITE 



Available exclusively at 

Red White & Bubbly 

211 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 
redwhiteandbubbly.com 
718. 636. WINE 


Online at www.BrooklynPaper.com 
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Hats off 


Windsor Terrace channels 
the Middle East with Fez 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper I 

O n a recent Saturday afternoon, I 
wandered into Fez Restaurant in 
Windsor Terrace. The dining 
room was nearly empty. The propri- 
etor and chef, Bahija Elmourabit, no- 
ticed my perplexed expression and 
laughed. “Look in the back,” she 

I walked through the long, narrow 
dining room and into a garden so bu- 
colic it made the 

diners — and me 
— grin like id- 
iots. The tables 
were filled with 
couples and fam- 
ilies sitting be- 
neath the white 
cloth umbrellas 
just loving the 
warm air, the 
flowers and, of 
course, the food. 

By evening, 
the temperature 

had dropped, so my guests and I opt- 
ed for a beautiful table with inlaid 
marble inside Fez’s dining room. The 
gold- walled space, hung with photos 
of Morocco, is peaceful, with candles 
and quiet music. With babies sleep- 
ing in carriages and couples sipping 
wine, Fez is the best kind of neigh- 


DINING 


Fez Restaurant (240 Prospect 

race) accepts American Express, Dis- 
cover, MasterCard and Visa. Lunch 


ends from 10 am-3 pm. Subv. 
Prospect Park/1 5th Street. F( 
mation, call (718) 369-0716. 


borhood place. 

Elmourabit was one of the first 
restaurateurs to recognize Windsor 
Terrace as an area on its way up. In 
2001, she launched the tiny 16th 
Street Gourmet, a storefront with 
room a takeout counter. She followed 
that modest success with the more 
ambitious Fez last summer. 

Little touches elevate Elmourabit’s 
fare from the usual Middle Eastern 
and Moroccan offerings. There is a 
charcoal grill that Elmourabit uses to 

some of the veg- 
etables for her 
salads. It’s that 
smoky grill fla- 
vor that also 
makes all the dif- 
ference in the 
baba ghanoush. 
The savory egg- 
plant dip is part 
of the sumptuous 
“maza” plate of 
salads and purees 
that we shared as 
an appetizer at the table. The “baba,” 
served with warm pita triangles, was 
accompanied by a rich hummus, 
chunks of ruby-colored beets in a 
sprightly lemon and parsley dressing 
and tabbouleh, the Middle East’s 
ubiquitous cracked wheat, parsley 
and mint salad. 



Over the top: Fez owner Bahija Elmourabit, above right, serves inven- 
tive Middle Eastern dishes including homemade hummus, chicken 
tagine (above) and vegetable couscous (top left) which draw a crowd 
to the Windsor Terrace cafe. 


We sipped wine from the bottle we 
brought (the wine and beer license is 
expected soon) and sampled slender 
“Moroccan cigars.” Crisp and slight- 
ly greasy outside, the ground beef 
filling was pungent with cumin, gar- 
lic and white pepper; anise seeds 
added their licorice taste while crum- 
bly Israeli feta cheese adding a pleas- 
ant sharpness. 

“Tagines,” stews cooked in deep, 
conical ceramic dishes of the same 
name, are the house specialty. We or- 
dered the “Fez” tagine, one of the 
specials that evening, lifted off the 
heavy lid, and the aroma of rich meat 


and spices made us sigh. One huge, 
slow-cooked lamb shank carried 
meat so tender it needed only a 
nudge with the fork to fall away from 
the bone. 

Chunks of roasted eggplant, toma- 
toes and celery were cooked until 
soft like caponata, but instead of the 
sweet and tart tang of the Italian ver- 
sion, the vegetables and meat are per- 
fumed with a heady mix of garlic, 
fresh bay leaves and saffron. The 
dish comes with a bowl of moist, yel- 
low basmati rice. On other occasions, 
I’ve ordered tagines with meat or 
seafood and fruit, like the chicken 



with caramelized apricots and prunes, 
and the lamb with green olives and 
preserved lemons. They’re just as lush 
and complex as the special. 

From that charcoal grill comes 
“kofta” (ground beef with cumin), 
kebabs and “merguez,” the aromatic 
lamb sausage. All are seasoned with 
a sure hand and retain their moisture. 

When charcoal grill meets fresh 
tuna steak, though, there’s true chem- 
istry. Elmourabit sears the edges of 
the fish so they’re smoky, yet leaves 
the center rare. A light sauce of or- 
ange and mustard freshens and lends 
bite to the fish’s sirloin-like flavor. 
Then, the fish is laid atop a salad of 
crisp cucumber squares and tomatoes 
in a bright lemon dressing. The dish 
was as transporting as the morning in 
the garden with the warm breeze 
blowing. 

After those two entrees, the veg- 
etable couscous — made with zuc- 
chini, carrots, turnips, chickpeas and 
tomatoes — seemed bland. With a 
spoonful of hot “harissa” (a North 
African condiment made with chiles, 
garlic, oil and spices), the vegetarian 
at our table was content. 

The only downside to the menu is 
the desserts. The roundup varies, but 
what I’ve tried — a chocolate 
mousse cake and a French apple pie 
with vanilla ice cream — are too or- 
dinary to make a fitting conclusion to 
such a multi-dimensional meal. I’d 
opt for the house-made “baklava” 
(phyllo layered with honey and nuts) 
and a pot of mint tea. The brew 
comes in a silver teapot and is poured 
into lovely midnight blue glasses 
etched in gold. The simplicity and 
perfection of that finale captures the 
experience of Fez. 



The luncheonette that isn’t 



It’s not their fathers’ luncheonette. 

Dina and Demetri Kachulis are now 
mnning the Park Luncheonette — the 
Williamsburg lunch counter that their 
forebears opened in 1931 to feed the 
area’s factory workers. 

Times — and neighborhoods — change, 
so the third generation Kachulises revamped 
the small dining room and brought in a new 
chef, Jason Drcelik (formerly of Artisanal 
and the Old Homestead in Manhattan). 

Dina and Demetri even got rid of lunch, 
making the place a luncheonette in name 
only. 

Also missing is the joint’s famed soda 
counter, another victim of the renovation. 
But Dina Kachulis vows that the place is 
true to its founders’ spirit (heck, the retro 
feel even drew Martin Scorsese to film 
some scenes for “The Departed”). 

“We tried to keep the place as original 
as we can,” she said of the recent renova- 
tion. “The tin ceilings and walls, the bar 
and even the sign outside are the same.” 

Even traditionalists admit that they like 
having more tables near the window — giv- 
ing diners a great view of McCarren park. 

The menu is the biggest change. Drcelik 
offers dishes like diver scallops on toasted 


brioche with guacamole; and a grilled 
salmon with caper beurre blanc sauce that 
the customers of yore could never have 
dreamt of. There’s a full liquor license and 
small international wine list, too, but neither 
impresses the older customers, who still 
wander in demanding an egg cream. 

Park Luncheonette (334 Driggs Ave., 
at Lorimer Street in Williamsburg) ac- 


cepts American Express, Diners Club, 
Discover, MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: 
$9-$19.95. Dinner is served Tuesday 
through Sunday. Brunch is available on 
weekends from 10 am. Subway: G to 
Nassau Avenue; L to Bedford Avenue. 
For information, call (718) 383-3571 or 
visit www.parkluncheonette.com. 

— Tina Barry 
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WORLD PREMIERE 
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The creation of Peter Martins' Romeo + Juliet is made possible by a lead gift from Mr. and Mrs. Howard Solomon, and by generous 
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Foundation, Inc., Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Schwarzman, John L. and Barbara Vogelstein, and members of the New Combinations Fund. 
Special thanks to CIT, Conde Nast Media Group, and Movado for their support. 
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Flex your green thumb with dot’s 
and donts of urban gardening 


AWP 1 1 


By Emily Farris 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

W ith Earth Day right behind us, 
summer on its way, and global 
warming all around, Brooklynites 
have gardening on the brain. But if you 
don’t live in Carroll Gardens or weren’t 
lucky enough to score a garden apart- 
ment, you’re left with limited options. So, 
GO Brooklyn’s Emily Farris sat down 
with Carmen DeVito of Outside NY, the 
recently opened urban gardening store in 
Williamsburg, to get some basic training 
on the Dos and Don’ts of gardening in a 
place where space and time — and some- 
times light — are at a minimum. 

Do your research. 

“The most important thing when 
planning a garden is to consider your 
existing conditions and research what 
plants that will do well in them,” DeVi- 
to warned us. Think about how much 
wind or light your garden will get; 
don’t put a shade-loving plant on your 
roof. Also, consider how much space 
you have and how big the plants will 
get. “Sometimes people plant a bunch 
of little things and before they know it, 
the garden is overgrown.” Most impor- 



tant, be realistic about how much time 
you’ll have to care for your garden. If 
you won’t be around to water it, you 
will have planted in vain. 

Do use organic fertilizers. 

‘They improve the soil structure — 
not just feed the plants. It’s more of a 
long-term benefit,” DeVito said. Her fa- 
vorites are Big Bloom ($14.50 for 32 
ounces), which is mixed with water and 
a granular fertilizer made from dehydrat- 
ed chicken poop called, what else?, 
Cockadoodle DOO ($12 for six pounds). 

Do make gardening a group 
activity. 

Many plants require watering twice 
a day in the summer, so if you live in a 
building with a shared roof deck, get 
your neighbors involved. “If you make 
it a collective, then you can take turns 


watering,” DeVito said. 

Do have fun. 

And if you know that you don’t have 
time to care for a garden, or are just too 
lazy to walk the six flights of stairs to 
the roof twice a day, do what this re- 
porter did and get some wheatgrass for 
your window sill. 

Don't choose heavy containers 
for rooftop gardens. 

DeVito suggested using potters made 
of lightweight materials, like fiberglass, 
polypropylene and plastic, for rooftop 
gardens — especially in older build- 


ings. Also, consider the weight of the 
soil and the plant. “Most people don’t 
know that 12 square feet of soil, when 
wet, weighs 100 pounds, so err on the 
side of caution,” she said. 

Don't block your fire escape. 

While it’s technically illegal to put 
planters — or anything else — on a fire 
escape in New York City, everybody does 
it. And if you’re going to break the law, 
just be careful not to make your apart- 
ment inescapable in case of a fire. “You 
don’t want to wade through a forest and 
endanger yourself and your fellow ten- 
ants for a garden,” DeVito advised. 



Hot tropic: Follow Outside NY owner Carmen DeVito's tips and your win- 
dow sill will bloom. The store, shown above, also offers classes in urban 
gardening techniques. 
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Garden 


Hanami: Celebrating the 
Cherry Blossom Season at 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

Through Sunday, May 6 

Cherry Watch 2007 

Track the blooming of over 220 cherry 
trees at www.bbg.org/cherrywatch. 

Weekend Guided Tours 

1 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays, free with admission. 

Hanato Mushi: 

Flowers and Insects 

Art show with April Vollmer and Kako Ueda 
On view through May 6 

Sakura Matsuri 

The 26th Annual Cherry Blossom Festival 
April 28-29 | to a.m.-6 p.m. 

Tickets are available through www.TicketWeb.com. 

For same day ticket information, visit bbg.org or 
call 718-623-7333. 


That’s what 
friends are for 


On April 28, riding the wave 
of last year’s duets record, “My 
Friends and Me,” legendary 
songstress Dionne Warwick 
will take the stage at Brooklyn 
Center. We know that the Di- 
vine Miss W is a busy woman 
— after all, she’s hard at work 
in the lab, developing the 
“Enyo” brand of skin care 
products and the “Dionne” fra- 
grance being hawked on her 
Web site — so we didn’t ex- 
pect to get hours of time with 
the singer. But all we got was 
an interview by e-mail — and 
even then, Warwick didn’t 
seem to give us the time of day, 
answering our questions in the 
terse manner of a scat singer. 
Perhaps if we had called the 
Psychic Friends Network and 
paid $1 .99 a minute, we might 
have gotten a full conversation! 

— Adam Rathe 

GO Brooklyn: Welcome to 
Brooklyn! What’s your favorite 
thing about the borough? 
Dionne Warwick: I have no 
ties to Brooklyn directly, but 
do have very fond memories 
of the Murray the K’s Brook- 
lyn Fox shows. 

GO: It’s been almost 40 years 
since you received your first 
Grammy award. How has the 
music business changed for 
you in that time? 

DW: The business has 

changed drastically. 
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GO: You’ve done quite a bit of 
work on behalf of AIDS and 
world hunger charities. What 
are you up to these days? 

DW: I’m still in the fight 
against AIDS, as we all should 
be. 

GO: How are today’s con- 
certs different from the shows 
your fans might have seen in 
the past? 

DW: I’ll be doing the songs 
that those coming to the show 
will want to hear. 

GO: What songs can we ex- 
pect to hear at the concert? 
DW: You have to come to the 
show to know. 

GO: Brooklyn is set to be a 
stop on the Hamptons Jitney 
for the first time ever this 
summer. What are your sum- 
mer vacation plans? 

DW: I will be on torn-. 

GO: Did you enjoy your turn 
on “American Idol” last sea- 
son? Any plans to return to 
television? 

DW: “Idol” was a bunch of 
fun and yes, TV shows are on 

GO: Do you have any more 
duets planned for the future? 
Will any of your singing part- 
ners from “My Friends and 
Me” be stopping by Brooklyn 
Center? 

DW: Yes, a male version of 
“My Friends and Me” will be 
recorded soon. And I wish I 
could say yes, but unfortunate- 
ly [no guests will be there] . 


CORRECTION 

In our April 21 edition, we in- 
correctly stated the name of 
the actress who played Au- 
gust Howe's sister in "The 
Mound Builders." The correct 
actress is Deborah Harris. GO 
Brooklyn regrets the error. 
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MAY 5-6 

r CINCO DE 
MAYO 

This weekend, dive into the Mexican celebration 
with music, dancing and storytelling. Your kids 
will have fun with the special arts and crafts, too. 


To purchase tickets and to get directions, 
visit nyaquarium.com or call 718-265-3474. 
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Reel world 

This years Tribeca Film Festival 
is heavy with Brooklyn talent 

caught Hollywood’s eye each spring when it Covers'Ll sidewalks of low- 

promising p^tidpants are fom justacro^th” 3 ' ° “ A ™ ? m ° S 
ra McDonald caught up with some of the bo: 


is the river. GO Brooklyn’s Lau- 



Home wreck 

Real estate tragedy ‘Arden flirts 
with brilliance , but falls flat 


□ 
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"A Nick in Time," a short set 




Are you nervous to be screening in front of a 


"Do the Right Thing" 


Lately, I've been^enjoying Red Hook a lot Nik 


Are you nervous to be screening in front of a 
It's exciting to screen in front of my hometow 
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The Lamentable Tragedie of a 
Real Estate Mogul,” Thomas Ar- 
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al estate in the developing area under the age, after a few bungled attempts, to kill him. 

anhattan Bridge and isn’t above using his Though an adaptation of the previous two 
fluence in City Hall to snatch a choice versions of Arden, this production is bur- 

denemynSl Green (MattLuceno)^ compariso^of Aden' t^DUMBO-s reSe 


sleepless night on the couch, believing that his while minimal, manages to e 

beautiful wife Alicia (Karen Forte) is cheating trendy DUMBO loft, 

on him with a man named Mosby (Tom The problem with this play, 
Lacey). In fact, she is. The two, along with how uneven the performances 


April 28, 2007 


many actors treat Shakespearean language 
with a misplaced reverence, he is obviously 
comfortable with it. His charmingly rumpled 
Aden was every inch the wronged husband 
tom apart by rage and love when he cried, 
“Thou hast broke my heart, Alida.” 

Forte does a creditable job of portraying a 
woman going mad with confusion — does 
she love her husband or Mosby? Which one 
does she want? — but her performance was 
stilted at times, her movements stiff, her enun- 
ciation too sharp. She goes from being heart- 
breakingly believable — as when she looks 


pSJtgwteteor' 5S dllhto - totetag 
shrieking and overwrought as she tosses the 
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Re-souled 

A new singer puts her stamp 
on Brooklyns soul scene 



By Danielle Douglas 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A mid the clamoring of glasses and 
spurts of boisterous laughter typi- 
cal of a Saturday night at Grand 


put a soulful spin on everything from 
Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing” to 
Tears for Fears’ poptastic “Everybody 
Wants to Rule the World.” 

Not too many R&B singers would 
venture to cover campy ’80s fare like 
Journey, but Dene’t is undaunted. “It 


’ 13 
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told GO Brook- by the artists she^ew up listening to: ence. Previously, Dene’t had only per- 
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you feel good; bring joy a 
Dene’t. “And that’s what I hope 
As in sync as the Rhonda 
Project is, it’s 


as the Rhonda Dene’t Dakar completely by chance. Dining 

hard to believe that the there one night, she met Thian and 


warm up. I am Rhonda Dene t and this into just about anything (even Journey). group has only been together tor five gave him her demo CD. Within a tew 

is the Rhonda Dene’t Project.” “Her sound is perfectly acclimated to weeks. But the outfit - comprised of days, Thian had booked her. 
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At the core of Jewish spirituality is developing 
your own ability to * be a blessing. ” 

KABBALAH 

& The Art of Blessing 

with Rabbi Yakov Travis, Ph.D 
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Tuesday, May 1, 2007, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Congregation B'nai Avraham 117 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights 

• Discover the Power of Blessing • 

• Open Up to the Flow of Blessing • 

• Explore Practices for Channeling Blessing • 

Delicious Refreshments 
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Atrial fibrillation, a growing problem. 



Maimonides Atrial Fibrillation Center, 
a growing solution. 


Atrial fibrillation is an irregular heartbeat. Its 
symptoms often include episodes of rapid heartbeat, 
shortness of breath, fatigue, and dizziness. 

Almost 3 million Americans suffer from atrial fi- 
brillation and by the year 2050 it is predicted that as 
many as 14 million of us will have it. 

The good news for the 
people of Brooklyn, is that 
Maimonides Medical Center 



already has an entire center dedicated to the treat- 
ment of this rapidly growing problem: the Atrial 
Fibrillation Center. 

Taking a collaborative approach, the Atrial Fibril- 
lation Center was formed through the efforts of cardi- 
ologists, cardiac surgeons, electrophysiologists and 
nurses to better serve patients with this debilitating 
condition. This unique approach means better, more 
individualized care for patients. 


Because of our commitment to the treatment of 
atrial fibrillation, HealthGrades, America’s leading 
hospital evaluator, has awarded us a Five-Star Rating, 
its highest rating, for fouryears in a row. 

Maimonides Atrial Fibrillation Center. While 
most other hospitals in the country are on the fringe 
of treating this problem, it should be comforting for 
the people of Brooklyn to know we have an entire cen- 
ter dedicated to solving it. 


Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Five-Star rated for treatment of atrial fibrillation 
fouryears in a row by HealthGradesf 


In a cardiac emergency, call 911. For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org or call (888) MMC-DOCS (663-3627). 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Good Bloomy, bad Bloomy 


T HE TWO FACES of Mayor Bloomberg are 
again on display. One day, the mayor is one 
of the nation’s leading advocates of envi- 
ronmentally sound, community-sensitive, sensi- 
ble development. The next day, he’s a backroom 
crony greasing the wheels for a developer who 
ignored the community. 

Let’s start with “Good Bloomy.” 

On Sunday, the mayor gave a great Earth Day 
speech that laid out an intelligent, cohesive vi- 
sion for how the city will accommodate an ex- 
pected influx of one million more residents , yet 
do so in an environmentally sensitive way. 

He spoke of decking over highways and rail 
yards for new housing — and listening to com- 
munity concerns about what that housing should 
look like and whom it should benefit. 

Good Bloomy was still on display on Mon- 
day, when the mayor’s office announced that it 
had selected a developer for the site of a former 
brig near the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

This plan for 484-units of housing — 77 per- 


cent of which would be below-market-rate — is 
the very essence of good public planning, a de- 
velopment that is being built by one of the city’s 
most-respected housing advocacy groups (the 
Pratt Area Community Council) and one of our 
best architecture firms (FXFowle). 

The result, we believe, will benefit the com- 
munity and add hundreds of units of affordable 
housing, yet not overburden the surrounding 

So where was Good Bloomy when his ad- 
ministration ignored community concerns and 
rubberstamped Bruce Ratner’s plan to deck 
over a state railyard and build the densest cen- 
sus tract in the country? 

Indeed, Good Bloomy’s speech on Sunday 
suggested that the process that created Atlantic 
Yards is exactly what he doesn’t want to hap- 
pen again. 

“As our search for land becomes more 
pressing in the coming decades, we must be 
prepared to work with communities to explore 
the potential of these sites,” the mayor’s 


PlaNYC proposal says. 

Whether you support Atlantic Yards or not, 
the fact remains that the state and the city will- 
fully ignored the very community planning 
process Good Bloomy is now promoting. Be- 
fore the state handed over the Vanderbilt rail 
yards to Bruce Ratner, a coalition of elected of- 
ficials, residents and planners in Prospect 
Heights and Fort Greene put forth a blueprint 
for a development that was exactly the kind of 
project Good Bloomy is now championing. 

Yet Bad Bloomy is still defending Atlantic 
Yards — though now that Good Bloomy is 
hawking PlaNYC, his Deputy Mayor Dan 
Doctoroff is at least sounding a bit more con- 
ciliatory. 

“I think [Atlantic Yards] is an extreme case,” 
he said on WNYC this week. “We don’t do 
anything, anymore, really, without consulting 
the community.” 

Let’s hope he’s right. If so, the city will see 
more of Good Bloomy and less of Bad Bloomy. 



LETTERS 


Cash and carry: Reader warns of deep pockets 


To the editor, 

I know we’re supposed to blame the 
perps and not the victims when crimes are 
committed, but in your last issue, you re- 
ported that a woman lost $3,000, her birth 
certificate, and her Social Security card at 
5:15 pm in Downtown Brooklyn (“Elderly 
lady snagged in pimple scam,” Brooklyn 
Heights-Downtown Edition, April 14). 


I can understand a person’s carrying an 
ATM card, a driver’s license and a job ID. 
But aren’t the victims encouraging the crim- 
inals by ambling about with thousands in 

cash? Harvey Karten, Downtown 

No excuses! 

To the editor, 


Regarding your recent story on Rep. 
Yvette Clarke’s lone vote against renaming 
that library on Ellis Island after Bob Hope 
(“No Hope for Yvette,” April 14). I bet if 
they wanted to name the center after Martin 
Luther King that Clarke would have had no 
problem. What in heavens name does Bob 
Hope have to do with slavery? He has as 
much to do with it as you or I. 

That is the past; history is supposed to be 
used as a lesson, not an excuse. Clarke is 
just mean-spirited. Bob Hope came here 
legally as a small child, and made himself 
into an icon through hard work and determi- 

It is a wonder that any kids progress to- 
day considering the doom-and-gloom rheto- 
ric they are fed. What would Martin Luther 
King, Frederick Douglass, and Rosa Parks 
think? Ha! 

As for Bob Hope, he visited all the 
troops, not only white soldiers. When the 
bill passes, Rep. Clarke will be only one 
color: yellow — the color of a lemon. 

Janet Di Bernardo, Park Slope 

Credit where due 

To the editor, 

It was a pleasure to read that the Mon- 
tauk Club is thriving in 2007 (“New blood 
tries to save Slope’s Montauk Club,” April 
14). However, your article skipped over an 
important portion of its history: the 1970s 


and ’80s, when all those new brownstoners 
came together at the Club’s social functions 
under the leadership of Dino Veronese. 

There were no bounds to his devotion to 
the club and its members, and because of 
his efforts, the Montauk Club remains 
around to be enjoyed by a new generation. 

Mary Lee Bedford, Bay Ridge 

Visa Narrows? 

To the editor, 

The tolls on the Verrazano Bridge are out of 
control. To help reduce the toll — which is $9! 
— I think Mayor Bloomberg should sell the 
naming rights to the bridge to a large compa- 
ny like Citibank, Bank of America or Visa. 

If sports arenas and stadiums can do it, why 
not a bridge? It may not defray the full cost of 
the toll, but perhaps bring it down to $5 . 

I hope someone will form an exploratory 
committee! 

Joseph P. Martino, Bay Ridge 

Blame the boomers 

To the editor, 

If this hero professor from the Virginia 
Tech massacre had been a baby boomer, we 
know exactly what he would have done: 
pushed aside those kids and saved himself 
(“Killer’s toll felt here,” April 14). 

Thankfully for the 10 young lives that the 
professor saved, he was part of a generation 


that viewed blind self-indulgence and self- 
absorption as things to be reviled, not things 
to be celebrated. 

Blaine Hislop, Calgary, Alberta 

Save the Promenade 

To the editor. 

Looking over the four proposals your pa- 
per presented last week, I choose the tunnel 
proposal, number 3 (“Heights bridge to the 
future,” April 14). 

Please tell planners not to mess with the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade. 

I do not live in Brooklyn, but Brooklyn 
lives in me. 

Reginald Wieczerzak, Chelsea 

Help the competition 

Gersh Kuntzman’s thoroughly enjoyable 
article detailing Illinois Sen. Barack Oba- 
ma’s increasing popularity in Brooklyn 
(“Obamania hits Brooklyn,” The Brooklyn 
Angle, April 7) hit all the right notes. 

But is it “Obamania” as Mr. Kuntman 
writes, or “Obamamania?” as I have seen 
elsewhere? 

I, for one, think “Obamamania” sounds 
better. Please advise. 

Jotham Sederstrom, Prospect Heights 

Tire writer is a reporter for the New York Daily News. 
Editor's note: Don’t they have a style book at the 
Daily News? Ours says “Obamania." 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (7 18) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


3 cheers for Herbie the Hereford 

To the editor, 

I really appreciated Matthew Lysiak’s update on 
Herbie the Hereford (“Herbie the cow in Hereford 
Heaven,” Bay Ridge Edition, April 7), the slaugh- 
terhouse bovine who had a beef and then went on 
the lam. 

The cute picture of Herbie reminded me that this 
was simply an animal who never meant to do any- 
one harm, yet only got noticed by the public be- 
cause he ran away. 

That picture reminded me that one some level, 
we are all Herbie — trapped animals seeking a way 
out of our fates. 

Just seeing a picture of Herbie — living free and 
easy in the country — gives me reassurance that 
maybe we can all be so successful at shaking off 
the chains of our daily lives. 

Any chance I can get you to publish another 
Herbie shot? Reginald Perine, Bay Ridge We'll do anything for our readers. 




HELP THE 
PLANET. 

GO GREEN. 

Green Power is energy generated from renewable resources like 
wind, water, sun or biomass. It’s great for the environment, reducing 
pollutants that contribute to global warming. And it’s easy to choose 
a Green Power energy supplier. Call 1-800-780-2884 or visit us 
online. As always, Con Edison will deliver your energy safely and 
reliably, and will respond to any problems or emergencies. 


www. po wery o u r way. co m/g ree n po we r 
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Playing hooky —for a cause 


Fifteen hundred green-and- 
white-clad PS 321 students 
marched through Prospect 
Park on Friday to raise mon- 
ey for the environment. The 
entire student body of the K- 
5 school participated in the 
walkathon, with most of the 
environmentally conscious 
tykes wearing coordinated 
outfits. The march not only 
raised money for Transporta- 
tion Alternatives, Amazon 
Watch, and Added Value — 
which operates a farmer's mar- 
ket in Red Hook — but got 
the kids outside on a beauti- 
ful day. — Christie Rizk 




The greening of trash 


The Brooklyn Paper 

It might not be the equivalent of a solar-powered 
sunlamp or a wind-powered ceiling fan, but the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard has just installed a solar-pow- 
ered garbage can. 

OK, it’s not really a garbage can, it’s a trash com- 
pactor, says its maker, Seahorse Power Company. 
But it certainly looks like a garbage can (left). And it 
is solar-powered (right). 

“This is just one small part [of the effort] to re- 
duce emissions and fuel consumption at the Navy 
Yard,” said Andrew Kimball, the Park Slope resident 
who mns the city-owned industrial park. 

The $4,300 trash can, about the size of an non- 
powered mailbox, was installed at a ceremony (yes, 
a ceremony for a trash can!) on Tuesday. The “Big 
Belly Cordless Compaction System” is said to re- 
duce trash volume by 70 percent and has already re- 
placed conventional cans throughout Boston and 
Baltimore. 

— Photos and story by Aaron Creenhood 



Once again, America asks: 
What to tell the children? 


I f you think you can shield 
your kids from the horrific 
realities of current events, 
think again. 

Parents try. They limit televi- 
sion watching. They hide the 
newspaper. They turn off the 
news when it comes on. They 
stop talking about delicate top- 
ics when their children walk 
into the room. 

But kids know. Just like 
Smartmom always knew some- 
thing was up when her maternal 
grandmother switched to Yiddish. 

Kids know when you’re hid- 
ing information and they also 
manage to find things out for 
themselves from classmates, 
teachers, a friend’s parents, or a 
headline at the newsstand (try 
explaining “Headless Body in 
Topless Bar’’!). Kids are exposed 
to the news — whether it’s Vir- 
ginia Tech or the sad death of 
Sludgie the whale in the 
Gowanus Canal — even when 
their parents don’t know it. 

“I don’t believe in sheltering 
kids from the news because 
that’s what’s out there,” Keith 
Elliot Greenberg, a producer of 
“Geraldo At Large,” told Smart- 
mom in front of PS 32 1 , where 
his 10-year-old son is in the 
fourth grade. 

“Back in 1966, I asked my 
grandmother to read me all the 
articles in the Daily News about 
mass murderer, Richard Speck. 
For me, it cultivated a certain 
taste for lurid, tabloid news 
which I later pursued as a ca- 
reer,” says Greenberg, who was 
in Blacksburg, Virginia last week 
interviewing the South Korean 
community in the aftermath of 
the Virginia Tech massacre. 

Needless to say, many par- 
ents disagree with the lurid Mr. 
Greenberg. Smartmom’s friend, 
Tall and Lanky, insists on pro- 
tecting her children. She does- 
n’t think they’re old enough to 
process this horrible crime and 
she works hard to preserve their 
fleeting innocence. 
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• Fun games, unusual toys! 

• Drop-in play space - $12 per day 

• Train table, dress up, play kitchen, 
creative play 

• Story time 

• Available for private parties 

• Most classes available FREE to 
members 

399 Atlantic Ave. (at Bond St.) 


PARK SLOPE • BAY RIDGE • WINDSOR TERRACE • KENSINGTON 
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By Louise Crawford 


So she was absolutely sure 
that her 10-year-old daughter 
knew nothing — as Sgt. Schultz 
might say, “Nut-tink!” — about 
the Virginia Tech tragedy. 

Tall and Lanky was wrong. 

Last week, when Ryan Sea- 
crest, host of “American Idol,” 
expressed his sympathy to the 
families of the Virginia Tech 
victims at the top of the show, 
Tall and Lanky’s 8-year-old son 
shouted out: “What happened 
in Virginia?” 

Their supposedly innocent 
10-year-old didn’t miss a beat: 
“Oh, there was a massacre 
there. A guy murdered a bunch 
of people.” 


PhysicAlly ActIve, 
Nature OrIente^ 
OuTdoQR.TRAVEl.iNq 
Day Camp 


Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



ParIl Slops • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 


Tall and Lanky was flabber- 
gasted. “How did you know 
that?” she shrieked. 

Her daughter shrugged. “My 
teacher led a discussion in class 
about it,” her daughter said. 

Tall and Lanky was not a 
happy camper. She was angry 
that her daughter’s teacher did- 
n’t tell the parents that there 
was going to be a discussion. 

P erhaps the classroom 
discussion was sponta- 
neous. Maybe it grew out 
of questions from one of the 
kids. It’s probably safe to assume 
that school-age children will 
learn about current events in the 
classroom or on the playground. 

“I have a hard time with re- 
pression, with things left unspo- 
ken,” says Greenberg. “There 
are, of course, lines that we 
don’t cross. But it’s up to each 
parent to define those lines.” 

For Greenberg and his wife, 
discussing the Holocaust is one 
of those lines. “The enormity of 
it — the fact that regular people 
were plucked out of their lives 
and taken to gas chambers — 
it’s very distressing for a child.” 
He iso doesn’t tell his son sto- 
ries about people with Alzheimer’s 
who put themselves in harm’s way. 

“My son’s grandfather has the 
disease and that would upset 

Clearly, it’s up to every family 
to decide what children can and 
cannot handle. Some kids worry 
things to death. Others are able 
to process things more quickly. 

Smartmom has always been 
open with her children about 
what’s going on in the world. It’s 
not that she wants to scare them. 
It’s just that she’s a bit of a news 
junkie, with the radio tuned to 
WNYC for most of the day. 

So on Monday night, news 
of the Virginia Tech massacre 
wafted through her apartment. 
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summer day camp 


- I Hiahhp Ouldvir Fin in 
Nrh FUpp Pr+*bl 1*1 

Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 


^#El 4-14 
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298 DeGraw St. 
(near Court Street) 

( 718 ) 596-7362 


On Tuesday and Wednesday, 
stories about the 32 victims and 
their mentally ill killer contin- 
ued to emanate from that kitch- 
en radio. 

Teen Spirit, who is 15, was 
clearly disturbed by the story. 

“The only people who sur- 
vived were those who pretend- 
ed they were dead,” he told 
Smartmom. 

But the 10-year-old Oh So 
Feisty One seemed to be tuning 
it out while she worked on an 
art project or watched a “Sailor 
Moon” video on the computer. 

But on Thursday, Smartmom 
wasn’t so sure. An NPR re- 
porter mentioned that some of 
the shootings occurred in room 
207 in Norris Hall. 

“That used to be Mrs. Co- 
hen’s classroom,” OSFO shout- 
ed out. 

“But they’re talking about 
one of the classrooms at Virginia 
Tech,” Smartmom told her. 

“Well, I’m glad Mrs. Cohen 
isn’t in room 207 anymore.” 

Perhaps that’s how children 
see the world. They connect 
what’s going on “out there” by 
connecting it to what they know 
here. That’s why news can be 
very scary for children. If it can 
happen there, it can happen here. 

So, if you think your kids are 
tuning out the news, think 
again. Don’t for a minute think 
that it’s not seeping in. And 
sometimes, it takes a few years 
for the trauma to express itself. 

A while back, Smartmom 
ran into a Prospect 
Heights mom whose 
daughter was experiencing 
acute anxiety riding a school 
bus to middle school. 

When the girl spoke with a 
therapist, it turned out she had 
many unresolved fears stem- 
ming from 9-1 1 , a mind-numb- 
ingly awful day that the girl re- 
membered only as that time 
when her mother had to walk 
all the way home from work. 
The girl worried that if some- 
thing bad happened again, she 
wouldn’t be able to walk home 
from middle school. 

After that, her parents showed 
her that she could walk home 
from her middle school in an 
emergency. Her parents even 
bought her a cellphone, which 
made her feel a lot more secure. 

But the whole thing might 
have been avoided — might, of 
course, because all kids are dif- 
ferent — if the parents had dis- 
cussed 9-11 a bit more openly. 

S martmom believes that 
it’s better for the child — 
and the parents — for 
children to hear difficult news 
from their parents. That way, 
parents can determine how 
much their children already 
know, answer questions, and al- 
low the children to express their 
feelings. 

For the kids, hearing from 


the parents means they’ll get all 
the comfort, the love, and the 
hugs and kisses that they need. 

No less an authority than the 
late great Fred “Mr.” Rogers 
agrees: “Somewhere deep in- 
side each one of us human be- 
ings is a longing to know that 
everything will be all right. Our 
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KIDS PORTRAITS 

RECITALS & BIRTHDAYS 
FAMILY GATHERINGS 

212-866-2822 


Summer Camp 


Gill Sports for Kids 

June Day Camp Program 

June 18-29 

Door-to-Door Transportation 
For further information, go to 
www.gilsports.com 




unique puppet show 
balloons and face painting 
perfect for kids 2-8 
for over twenty five years 

‘cheerful nuttiness!” - N.Y. Times 

718 686-6801 

i/ww.sta rmiteskidspuppetparties.com 


children need to hear that we 
will do everything we can to 
keep them safe and to help 
them grow in this world,” he 
once wrote on his Web site. 

The attempt to preserve your 
child’s innocence can easily 
backfire. If your kids are going 
to find out anyway, they might 
as well have you there to give 
them something positive to take 

Louise Crawford also writes the 
Web site, "Only the blog knows 
Brooklyn." Her second Brooklyn 
Blogfest is May 10. 


Our Camp 

• Variety of programs for 
campers age 372 to 1 5 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 


Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, April 29 
Presentations at 12 & 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


7 18-788-PSCD (7732) 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


Rico the Clown 

Madician & Comical Nerd 


niversity Professor of Speech & Communicat 

71 8 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 
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PARK SLOPE 

LITERACY 


Where Kids Learn to Read, Spell, 
Comprehend and Communicate. 
Tutoring: Pre-K to Adult 

258 Sixth Avenue, Corner of Garfield 
www.parkslopeliteracy.com (718) 768-3526 
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A fully licensed and certified preschool 


Day 

School, 

Inc. 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

.Q Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
•Q Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

July 2nd - Aug. 13th 


The Hannah Senesh School 

341 Smith Street and First Place 


,© 




Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 

SWIMMING, SOCCER £ TENNIS 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

Dates: 4 Two-Week Sessions. Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $500 per session. 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 • michoelgoldin@yahoo.com 
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2007 PROMOTIONAL SCHEDULE 




6/19 Schedule Magnet A presented by Pay-O-Matic OPENING DAY! 

6/21 Home Plate Stone 8 presented by KeySpan 

6/23 Piggy Bank c presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
6/24 1957 Night - Joe Pignatano & Danny McDevitt Appearance 

6/25 Tailgate Chair 8 presented by Lutheran Medical Center - Faith Night 
6/26 Jersey Backpack 8 presented by Dime Savings Bank - Pay Your Weight Night 
6/27 Schedule Pen 8 presented by SUNY Downstate Medical Center - Lucky Hot Dog Night 

7/5 Latino Heritage Night presented by Maimonides Medical Center - Appearance by Reggy 

7/7 Souvenir Baseball 8 

7/8 Ralph Branca Appearance - Game presented by HBO 

7/9 Green T-Shirt D and Irish Heritage Night presented by Budweiser and WFAN 

7/17 Baseball Cap 8 presented by Long Island University - Appearance by The ZOOperstars 

7/18 Scrubs 8 presented by Maimonides Medical Center 
7/19 Thunderstix 8 presented by Nutrament - Brooklyn's Got Talent 
7/20 Fireworks - FDNY Night - Game presented by Parenting Magazine 
7/21 Classic Car Show 

7/22 Don Newcombe Bobblehead 8 and Appearance - Autism Awareness Night 
7/27 Fireworks 

7/29 28" Wooden Bat c - Jewish Heritage Night 

8/5 Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz Bobblehead B 

8/6 Camp Day - 12 noon First Pitch 

8/10 Fireworks - Principal Financial Group Family Fun Fest 
8/11 Comic Coloring Book c - Super Hero Night 
8/12 Ebbets Field Model D - Photo Day - Soccer Night 
8/16 Willie Randolph Bobblehead 8 presented by Atlantis Health Plan 
8/17 T-Shirt 8 and EMS Night presented by Midwood Ambulance - Fireworks - Appearance by Rally 

8/20 Lee Mazzilli Bobblehead 8 and Italian Heritage Night 

Presented by Ridgewood Savings Bank and SportsNet New York 

8/22 Beer Glass D presented by Miller Brewing Company - Military Night 
8/23 Bark in the Park - Medieval Times Night 
8/24 Fireworks - Biker Night 

8/28 Replica Jersey 8 presented by Gargiulo's Restaurant - Pay Your Weight Night II 

9/1 Fleece Blanket c 

9/3 Garage Sale Giveaway 8 presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
9/5 Breast Cancer Awareness Night 

9/7 Brooklyn Bridge Bobblehead 8 presented by KeySpan - Fireworks - Appearance by BirdZerk! 

A - First 7,500 into the ballpark. B - First 2,500 into the ballpark. C - First 1,250 kids into the ball park. D - First 2,000 adults (21 and over) into the ball park. 

Promotional items and dates are subject to change. 



tickets 

ONLY 
$ 6-$14 ! 



April 29 th at KEYSim, 


V Meet Johnny Podres - FREE AUTOGRAPHS 
/ Take Ratting Practice on the field* 




Get a FREE combo Meal* 

'/ Music, Clowns, Giveaways & more!!! 

(* First 200 to purchase tickets in person) 



brooklvncyclones.com 

718.507.TIXX 
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TICKETS ON SALE 


2007 PROMOTIONAL SCHEDULE 


6/19 Schedule Magnet A presented by Pay-O-Matic OPENING DAY! 

6/21 Home Plate Stone 8 presented by KeySpan 

6/23 Piggy Bank c presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
6/24 1957 Night - Joe Pignatano & Danny McDevitt Appearance 

6/25 Tailgate Chair 8 presented by Lutheran Medical Center - Faith Night 
6/26 Jersey Backpack 8 presented by Dime Savings Bank - Pay Your Weight Night 
6/27 Schedule Pen 8 presented by SUNY Downstate Medical Center - Lucky Hot Dog Night 

7/5 Latino Heritage Night presented by Maimonides Medical Center - Appearance by Reggy 

7/7 Souvenir Baseball 8 

7/8 Ralph Branca Appearance - Game presented by HBO 

7/9 Green T-Shirt D and Irish Heritage Night presented by Budweiser and WFAN 

7/17 Baseball Cap 8 presented by Long Island University - Appearance by The ZOOperstars 

7/18 Scrubs 8 presented by Maimonides Medical Center 
7/19 Thunderstix 8 presented by Nutrament - Brooklyn's Got Talent 
7/20 Fireworks - FDNY Night - Game presented by Parenting Magazine 
7/21 Classic Car Show 

7/22 Don Newcombe Bobblehead 8 and Appearance - Autism Awareness Night 
7/27 Fireworks 

7/29 28" Wooden Bat c - Jewish Heritage Night 

8/5 Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz Bobblehead B 

8/6 Camp Day - 12 noon First Pitch 

8/10 Fireworks - Principal Financial Group Family Fun Fest 
8/11 Comic Coloring Book c - Super Hero Night 
8/12 Ebbets Field Model D - Photo Day - Soccer Night 
8/16 Willie Randolph Bobblehead 8 presented by Atlantis Health Plan 
8/17 T-Shirt 8 and EMS Night presented by Midwood Ambulance - Fireworks - Appearance by Rally 

8/20 Lee Mazzilli Bobblehead 8 and Italian Heritage Night 

Presented by Ridgewood Savings Bank and SportsNet New York 

8/22 Beer Glass D presented by Miller Brewing Company - Military Night 
8/23 Bark in the Park - Medieval Times Night 
8/24 Fireworks - Biker Night 

8/28 Replica Jersey 8 presented by Gargiulo's Restaurant - Pay Your Weight Night II 

9/1 Fleece Blanket c 

9/3 Garage Sale Giveaway 8 presented by New York's 529 College Savings Direct Plan 
9/5 Breast Cancer Awareness Night 

9/7 Brooklyn Bridge Bobblehead 8 presented by KeySpan - Fireworks - Appearance by BirdZerk! 

A - First 7,500 into the ballpark. B - First 2,500 into the ballpark. C - First 1,250 kids into the ball park. D - First 2,000 adults (21 and over) into the ball park. 

Promotional items and dates are subject to change. 



April 29 th at kevsr&n bark 


/ 

• Meet Johnny Podres - FREE AUTOGRAPHS 

• Take Ratting Practice on the field* 

> Get a FREE Combo Meal* 

• Music, Clowns, Giveaways & more!!! 

(* First 200 to purchase tickets in person) 
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City’s ship slip is showing 

Jobs numbers fall short at cruise ship terminal 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn cruise termi- 
nal created just 14 full-time 
jobs in its first year on the Red 
Hook waterfront — a whop- 
ping 356 short of the number 
of full-time jobs promised by 
the city’s Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

Now, the job shortfall could 
foil the city’s plan to expand the 
terminal with a second, $60- 
million berth. 

“I don’t think [the terminal] 
merits further investment at this 
time,” said Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

When it was hawking the 
original cruise ship terminal on 
a leery Red Hook, the EDC 
said a flow of steady jobs 
would more than make up for 
the terminal’s $56-million pric- 



be built as part of a larger, $330- 
million tourist-friendly redevel- 
opment of the Red Hook piers — 
a transformation that would open 
up the fenced-off, industrial wa- 
terfront with a new home for 
Williamsburg-based Brooklyn 
Brewery and maritime-themed 
shops, city officials say. 

But given the low number of 
jobs created in the first go- 
around, at least one lawmaker is 
skeptical. 

“The jury is still out,” Yassky 

dence that the investment that 
was already made was worth it 
before we invest more public 
money and lose the businesses 
that we have there now.” 

Nonetheless, the EDC says it 
will move forward with its vi- 
sion. A spokeswoman for the 
agency said she “expected 
those [jobs] numbers to grow.” 



Jobs shortfall 

In its first year on the Red Hook waterfront, the $56- 
million Brooklyn Cruise Ship Terminal has created 14 
new full-time jobs. That's 356 — three hundred and 
fifty-six — less than the city promised. Here how the 
ship terminal compares to other local businesses. 

— Ariella Cohen 

Name of 

Age of 

New full- 

Company 

company 

time jobs 

Brooklyn Cruise Terminal 

i 

14 

American Stevedoring 
Container Port 

13 

19 

Baked bakery 

2 

4 

Blue Man Group 
scene shop 

5 

6 

Fairway 

1 

260 

Good Fork restaurant 

1 

10 



A ship is unloaded at the Red Hook piers, where the city 
hopes to build a second cruise ship dock. 


nomic activity,” said the spokes- 
woman, Jane! Patterson. 

One week after the ship termi- 
nal opened for its second season, 
some growth is already apparent. 

The gleaming, blue and white 
terminal, which sits at the foot of 
Pioneer Street, will stay open 
through the winter this year, in- 
creasing the number of ships that 
use it — and the number of hours 



months, we are looking at jobs 
year-round,” said Lou Pemice, 
vice president of the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion, a dockworkers labor union. 

“We know that the number of 
jobs promised is not there now,” 
he added. “But we also know 
that the terminal is growing.” 



Deck the halls with lots of housing 

Mayor Bloomberg plan would put apartments atop BQE 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased 
the following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the serv- 
ices or products advertised; some advertisers do not offer "employment" but rather 
supply manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients estab- 
lish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should 
you send any money in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone 
it's illegal to request any money before delivering its sen/ice. 
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Adoption 1 

1 Financial 1 
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FREE CASH GRANTS! $700 - $800,000++ 
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Automotive 1 

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - Bank- 

WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES: Kawasaki 
S2-350,' S3-400. Cash Paid. 1-800-772-1142. 1- 
310-721-0726. 
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SERVICES 


& 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ® Center m 


Attorneys 


Facing Divorce? er 3 i 

Get An Experienced Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft RC. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


' C LIPand SAVE' 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E3M6 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs /' | ' "\ \ 4 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / ~ 

• Construction Accidents ®-(5) j 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Messengers 


Harri Messengers 



their hands 

Any size packages. A package size in inches 
12 High X 12 Wide X 12 Long $5.95 per pound. 

Prompt pick up in Brooklyn and Manhattan only 
Delivered Cross Country 

718 363-9500 

An A Andrew Harrison CPA affiliate company ^ 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 
• tax planning and preparation 



718-788-3913 A41 


Dental Service 



(71 8)-260-5074 

and ask for DH 200 students^ 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Travel Agent 


NEED A VACATION? 

Last minute deals to any 
destination, hotel and air. 
We have cheap prices 
compare and save. 


www.nadrichtravels.com 
Deals on FLORIDA, JAMAICA, 
MEXICO, VEGAS and much more 

NADRICHTRAVELS 

347-632-2426 


Merchandi 


Computers 



Free 

Onsite 

Survey 


VOICE • DATA • FIBER 


Wood Furniture 
For Sale: 

Captain's Bed, Liquor 
Cabinet, Cedar Chest, 
Book Case & Shelves. 

(718) 680-8318 


Merchandise Wanted 


VIDEO* AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


fjOL, Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

W LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM 


Service - Se habla espahol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 


at (718) 834-9350 
ext 1 09 



Over 100 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


REAL 

ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent 



No Brokers Fees! Browse & List Free! 
All Brooklyn and NY Areas. Studios; 
1 or 2 Bd. Rms. $800-$2000 
Visit www.Sublet.com 


Bensonhurst 

Nice 1 bdrm. aptw/A/C&W/D! 
Lge. LR, sep DR, Frig. Gas/Elect/ 
Heat/Hot Water included!! $1300. 
Bsmnt. of 4 family pvt. Non Smoker. 
May 1. Bckyrd. 1 Blk. from "D" Train. 
Sec.Dep/Lease. 
917-596-9348 
nsanpietro@aol.com A17 


Commercial Space For Rent 


Prospect Lefferts Gardens 

A Quiet Upscale Location ideal for a 
Professional Practice. Features include 
Large Modern Reception Room, 
Consultation Rooms & Lab, Near all majoi 
Subways & Busses, Garage included. 
$3,000/Mth. 

(718) 469-4136 for Appt. 


HOUSES 


Staten Island 


Emerson Hill To Manor Born 

Douglas Rd. Area. Elegant lOrmbfkC/H 
col in pvt, picturesque area just mins frm 
VZ Bridge. 2 story entry, exquisite frml rms. 
Gourmet kit MBR suite + 3 add! brs. C/A, 


Grt rm w WBFPL & views of gor 
gdn. 26.00SF level, lar 1 
Dbl gar _ ext pkng. Winier waierview q> i ,.y 
Mil. Brkr. (718) 981-0255. 
Photos at Connielanehomes.com 


Randall Manor/Snug Harbor, 
Victorian Colonial 

Premier Area Picture Perfect 3 story C/H 
Dutch Colonial (c.1895) on elegant tree- 
lined street steps from SI Bot Gdn & SH 
Cultural Ctr. Fab Viet dtls. Bay windows, 
twin parlors, porches, 4 WBFPSLS, 9’ 
dngs, MBR w fplc + 5 add! brs. Chefs kit. 

Mod bths. Full bsmnt. Mins to trans & 
ferry. $749k. Brkr. (718) 981-0255. Photos 


Sell Your Home 



HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 


MORTGAGES 


BANCO POPULAR® 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 


Ronald Bislig 

Residential Mortgages 

We lend in all 50 States 
Email: rbislig@bpop.com 

LENDER 


REAL ESTATE AGENTS 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 
(718)858-6100 


Florida Agents 


had enough winter yet? 

www.nvfraninflonda.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 

Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 

email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com M 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE FAMILY COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT. CASE NO.: 2007-DR-22-081 
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN 


Jackson Bromell and Dorothy Bromell, Plaintiff, vs. Anthia Bromell, Keith Vaughn, John Doe, Defendant 
IN THE INTEREST OF: Anatashia Marie Vaughn and Keith Tyrell Vaughn, minors under the age of 







Help Wanted / Health Care 


Excellent Opportunities for 

Exceptional Individuals 


Serving the residents of Staten Island for over 86 years, Visiting 
Nurse Association of Staten Island (VNASI) is the largest 
freestanding provider of home health care services on Staten Island. 
Patient care is always our first priority. 

Patient Services Supervisors 

Requires at least two years of nursing experience as a registered 
nurse in a community home health agency or equivalent and 
current NYS RN License. Supervisory experience a plus. 


Project Services Coordinator 

Under the supervision of the Director Administration, will assist with 
the coordination of nursing administrative activities to ensure accura- 
cy and appropriateness of patient services in conjunction with the 
review of the OASIS documentation. 

Requires an RN with valid license in New York State; BSN pre- 
ferred. At least one year of homecare experience is necessary. Must 
have own malpractice, valid driver's license and car available. 

We offer excellent benefit packages. 

Please submit resume to: 


VNA Visiting Nurse 

STATEN Association 

ISLAND of Staten Island 


400 Lake Avenue • Staten 
Fax: 718-816-3534 • Website: 
wis Email: bd@vnasi. 


Island, NY 10303 I 
;ite: www.vnasi.org I 
■si.org eoe 1 


Excellent 

c»np \ Tp'p'iV’ Opportunities 
^ A for Exceptional 

ISLAND Individuals 



RNs will provide and coordinate comprehensive patient care, 
including education of the patient and family in order to 
maintain maximum level of health. Must possess current NYS 
license, registration, own malpractice, a valid driver's license 
(0 years of med/surg experience. We offer excellent bene- 
fit packages. Please submit resume to: 

Visiting Nurse Association of Staten Island, 400 Lake 
Avenue, Staten Island. NY 10303. Fax: 718-816-3534 
Email: bd@vnasi.org 


Help Wanted 


Secretarial/Admin. Assist. 

Seeking a motivated hard-working individ- 
ual. Needs experience w/Microsoft Office, 
Windows & Outlook. Great Comm, skills a 
must. Pay rate based on abliy. & experience. 

Iceberg Mechanical 
Corner of 3rd & 2nd. (888) 942-3237 


Administrative Assistant Needed 

for busy Brooklyn based 
distribution company. 
Duties include phone work & 

Fax Resume 9 (206) 333-0854 ^ 


Dental Assistant 

with 1 + years of 
experience needed for 
Park Slope Dental Office. 
Full or Part Time. 

Fax Resume (718) 832-0796 


Income Opptys 


SELL OVER 4 MILLION SONGS 

OWN A RETAL ONLINE MUSIC STORE 

upload your own music and earn 70% 

Call (71 8) 482-3390 

www.Burnlounge.com/AkuasGarden 


Resumes 


Executive Resume 
Writing Services 

Goldmine Solutions 
By appointment only 

Interview coaching 

(718) 758-2679 

Goldminesolutions@juno.com 


Vist Brooklyn Paper 
online at: 

www.brooklynpaper.com 


LEGAL NOTICES 



SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF OBJECT OF ACTION 

STATE OF NEW YORK SUPREME COURT: COUNTY OF KINGS 



ACTION TO FORECLOSE A MORTGAGE 



HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 

We can assist you in managing your 
design, construction & renovation projects 
to result in a successful outcome. 

We have been representing owners for 
25 years to ensure that their capital proj- 

212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 



Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

fiLL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Shingles • Rubber Roof 

ry ;;hi: ii J k ■..■is 

• Leaders Brick Pointing 
Oven. 25 'fame. Sxfienie*tee 

718 209 1584 

Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 

Hot & Cold Roofing • Skylights • Copper 
Gutters • Shingles • Stucco & Concrete Work 

(718) 382-4449 ask for Eric 

24 Hour Service. Cell (917) 535-3506 



Plumbing 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing « H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $ 



Rubbish Removal 


VEAGLE 

^ Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemovaI.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential * Commercial 

Great Neighborhood Re 



■ Livingroom Furniture 

• Kitchen and dining chairs 

• New foam cushions 


Table Pads 
Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Windows 


Time to Wash Your \\ unions 

Gusto Window Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


LEGAL NOTICES 
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k The 


■SSr home improvement 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on sta 


borders, glass, metal, Talavera tiles. We have Marble, Granites, 
Soapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx, Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone, 
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street °P en 7 da Y s a week 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY M<)n ^ io^am -MOpm 

(718) 369-6873 Sat:10am-5pm.Sun11am-5pm 


1 JJS. 



BfDBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


• 100% m 

• Mention this ad and sa 

Christopher John 


-e $25. 

Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



„ FULLY INSUSED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


PUT A STOP TO ANNOYING LEAKS 


Call on us to handle your entire home's 
plumbing needs. Our experts can solve 
any plumbing problem, from a clogged 
kitchen sink to a faulty pipe! 

/ 24/7 Emergency Services Available 
/ Free Estimates / Low Prices / ALL WORK GAURANTEED 
www.zavplumbing.com 
Insured 718-332-8511 LIC#2011 




About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante JJ° surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the j^ not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees If I IHL ANTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. numbing, Heatings Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business (-7 A o\ coo RA A A 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Alternative Energy 


Bring the 
POWER 
of Wind 
to your 
HOME 

NYWind.com 



m 


■ Air Conditioners • 

• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 


JUST 

/r^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


r (718)855-1237 


Leinster 

Contracting 

Asbestos & Lead Abatement 
Thermal System Insulation 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


Boiler Cleaning & Installation 


718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


718-573-4165 




Experienced! Professional! Reliable! 

«»Ti8-7o1l1407 T S 


DECKS 

by Bart "-ffi 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist ./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


— NAM 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! dpQ 

www.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


! PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

!i Insured/ Residential-Commercial 


aS lines. 5sdeauate wiring, fixtures 
installed. Hi-hat specialists, custom 
lighting. 24hr Emergency Service. 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


& 


Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 


& INSURED 


Floor Maintenance 


All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1.50/SQ.FT. 

$2.50/SCLFT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

^^8^720-2555 s 

Licensed ^° r ° ver 25 >*“* hTu, 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation • Repairs 
I 'Scraping "Sanding 


FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 

Kells 

Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
• Sanding & Refinishing 
• Custom Colors & Designs 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 


Exotic Shrubs, Free Estimates 


vww.dragonettibrothers.coir 

(718) 451-1300 



£3 


It’s Spring! 

Wake up your garden 
Garden Service 


^18^753-9741 


The Artist Garden 

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing 
in bluestone 
James Stephenson 
www.theartis1garden.cc 
1-646-644-7156 
zanzibarblue@ . ( - 

hotmail.com Ivv 



Landscape Floral Design 

Spring is coming 

Garden design, installation 
& maintenance service 

Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


CALL NED 


allpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


KBM Contracting 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 



Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 w , 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated fc 


Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


Dave's DJ. Moving 
& Storage Available 


(718) 843-4417 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212 -321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



na 

Interiors 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 

John Haviaras 


718-921-6176 


Epiikl 

N SyN£HINE.,»* 

718-748-6990 


Guaranteed Lowest Prices 

Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


718-439-7309 


Room & Apartment 


Quality & Clean Work 
LOW PRICES! 

Call anytime or leave a msg 

718-435-2351 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


See More 
Home 

Improvement 
Ads on 
Page 19 



Residential & Commerdal Interior and €xterior Painting 

All aspects of the Interior and Exterior Painting 

Specialty and Decorative Painting 

Wall Repair, Plaster Restoration, Water Damage Repair & 

Wall Paper Removal 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 




Miini zsina 

TIB-lSI-UOa 
T1B.CUT.TR EE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


CONTRACTORS 


C T~ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist exterior 

• c^Kitd? Jobs are Owner Supervised 

doing a great job 
for over ten years 

718-375-8292 

Lie# 1157104 


Chris Mullins 

(PP General Contracting ^ 


Waterproofing 

° 7 1 X 27 6-85 58 “ 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Int/Ext Painting "Doors 

•Kitchens -Decks 

•Windows -Baths 

•Wood Floors -Tiling 

• Custom Made Kitchen Cabinets, 
Vanity, Bookshelves and More! 
Lie #1 14276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


Scott's Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES o. 
Over Ten Years of Exp. J/\ 
Insured 

Licensed W 
Big or Small Jobs^ 

917-912-8124 


Weinstein Miller 

Fine Interior Work 
Kitchens & Baths 

(718)288-8962 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


staining W: 
irdwood Floor 


(917) 


, 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN - PRODUCTS • REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


w 


American Eagle 
' Construction Carp, 


Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Tile Floor Work • Cement Work 
• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 
Brownstone Specialist 
Brick • Extension 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 


mg, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 
Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 
Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

C ^917$82-008r te ' 

Dorothy 






















































